AN 2 
8 A Y 
ON THE 
POPULATION 
or 


EN G L N D, 


From the RevoluTion to the | 
"preſence © a 


* 


WITH. 


AN APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING 


| REMARKS on the Account of the Popu- , | 


lation, Trade, and Reſources of the 


Kingdom, in Mr. EDEN 8 Letters to 


Lord CARLISLE. 


THE S E CG NHD E DIT Ii N. 
With CORRECTIONS and ADDITIONS. 


By | RICHARD PRICE, D. D. F. R. 8 


En D 
Printed for T. CADELL, in the Strand. 
NI. DCC: LXXX. 


FA 


F 


” 
% 
* 
* 
iy 
4 * 
4 * 
„ 
> 
* 
. 
* 


Y "HE © follbwing 0 was be 
liſhed laſt ſummer, at the end 
of Mr. Morgan's Treatiſe | on the 
Doctrine of Annuities and Aſſurances 
on Lives and Survivonſbips. Mr. 
Eden having, in his Fifth Letter to 
Lord Carliſle, made ſeyeral objections 
to it, I now offer it to the Public in 
a ſeparate tract, with an Appendix 
containing a reply to his objec- 
tions. At the end of the Ap- 
4 pendix 3 are added a few obſervations 
on Mr. Eden's account of the trade 
and reſources of the kingdom. I feel 
A deeply impreſſed with a con- 
A 2 By viction 


F 
viction of the e of theſe 
1 know | "that 1 m be under 
the influence of thoſe improper 
4 byaſſes to which Mr. Eden aſeribes 
the apprehenſions which many now 
entertain of the public danger. I 
therefore refer all I have ſaid to the 


8 | candid attention of ' thoſe who. may 


chuſe to conſider it, wiſhing them to 
pay ne more regard to it than the 

evidence which will be laid before 
1. you's . ee ebe 9.1 
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HI 
ADVERTISEMENT 
LY THE 


so EDITION. 


Trans it — to infartt 
the Reader, that the principal 
corrections in this edition will be 


found in the account of the navy- 


debt, p. 783 and that the only ad- 
ditions of any conſequence are the 
notes in p. 31, 67, and 73; the ac- 
counts of our trade, in p. 83, 1 3 
and the paragraph in the laſt page 
relating to the gold coin. 


June 2 7th, 17 80. 
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0 0 0 UN Ts 5 97 th LY 7 9 — 5 in 
London and Middleſex, at a: ferent pe- 
riods, with obſervations — p. 1, &c. 


Accounts of the, number of houſes in ENGLAND 


and W AL E 8 at 7 Herent Is. with ober- 
vations - — , Kc. 


Progreſs $ of depopulation, with facts confirming 


14. — 3 17, &i 


Cafes of our depepulation © 4 „. 


State of population in other auunente Sweden, 
Naples, France, GS. pi. 30, &. 


ApPEND X, Containing ata on Mr. Eden's 


41 4 & *%f 


account of. the eee F tratle, and reſources 
© 'of the kingdom — pl. 36, Kc. 


Stare and fluctuations of London from the Re- 


ſtoration _— 05 p- 55» &c. 
Preſent Pate fl, the kingdom with reſpect to its 
rrude and reſourees — pi. 64, &c. 


Campari fon of the expence of 1 ehe la war with 


the expence of the Preſent | war p. 70, '&c. 
ConcLUSION — — P. 73%, Fc. 


ACCOUNTS of the navy- debt, bed, unfunded 


debt, &c. in 1762 and 1780 P. 77, &c. 


Accounts of trades — — pi. 83, &c, 
12 ferubution of a hundred Fnights for the 


counties Y England, &c. e ey os of 
O BS > E R- 


ON. 


The Penn . Enciand 
: and Wars. 


T. will be proper to laber theſes obſer- 
vations with the following accounts of 
Lonpon and nee 


| a of Houſes in Low DO, SouTHn- 
WARK, WESTMINSTER, and the 
CounTyY or MiDDLESEX, in the Year 
1777 3 from the Accounts of the Surveyors 
, the Houſe and Window Duties. 


; Houſes charged in 1777, n 2 25 . 
windows and upwards — — 12,560 
Houſes charged, having jeſs than 


25 windows -— — =— — 61,080 


Total of houſes charged — — 73, 640 
Uninhabited houſes chargeable . — 3, 368 
Total of houſes charged and charge- 2 
able — — — — 77,008 
Cottages not charged by reaſon f 
poverty — — 2 562 
Total of houſes v: =» 88 
e Number 


1 A. ohen on E. Population 


4 „ rt * 
S 8 85 —— 7 558 e 1 


. 


Number of Houſes in | Saw, . 
WWeſtminſter, and the County of Middle- 
ſex, from the Survey mentioned by Di. 
Brackenridge i in a Paper read to the Royal 
Society in March 1758, and publiſhed in ie 
*Y _ Philofo bphical 7 ranſadtions, vol. 50, P. „ 


Houſes charged to the hands and 
window tax in 72 mon weil 63,480 
| Houſes! uninhabited — | — 4.810 
1 Total of houſes charged . 
; and chargeable — — 653,290 
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Cottages — — 19,324 
Total of houſes, including a 
| cottages — . 


„ 
— — — Rn 


REMARKS. 


. Theſe e ſhew, that the nomber of 
houſes in London, We ominſter, Southwark, 
and all Middle e had, 1 in the courſe of about 
20 years preceding 1778, increaſed 2, 9 56 
in the whole; but that the houſes excuſed 
on account of poverty had decreaſed 5.762 
from whence it follows, that the houſes 
charged and chargeable had increaſed 8 718. 
Alt ſhould be conſidered, that moſt pro- 
W this is $ leſs. than the "on increaſe of 

* . the 


of 2 Londen and Middle ſox. =. 3 
the beſt ſort of houſes; for the decreaſe of 


the cottages proves, that the meaneſt of the 


houſes * which pay the tax muſt likewife 


have decreaſed ; and this decreaſe is to be 

added to 8,718, in order to obtain the whole 

| Increaſe of the beſt houſes ; for it is obvious 
that, if the beſt houſes had not increaſed as 


much as the worſt decreaſed, the total of 


houſes, inſtead of being greater in 1777, 


muſt have been leſs.—Perhaps, therefore, 


we ſhall reckon moderately enough if we 
reckon an increaſe within the laſt 20 years 
of 10,000 ſubſtantial houſes in and about 
Londen ; and this is a number that falls 
little ſhort of the whole number of houſes 
in Liverpool and Mancheſter. 

The increaſe of buildings in London has 
1 for ae years been the object of general 


* That is, houſes paying the houſe duty of 3s. only] T 


The number of theſe houſes in 1777 was 5,738 ; but I 


have no account of it for any preceding year. It will. . 


appear preſently, that taking England in the groſs, there 
has been a great decreaſe in theſe houſes; and this makes 


it almoſt certain they muſt have decreaſed in Middleſex. 


The decreaſe of cottages, or houſes excuſed, ſince 
1757, is the more remarkable, becauſe the houſe and 
window duties have been increaſed ſince that year by 
three different acts of parliament, the firſt in 17 58, the 
fecond | in 1762, and the third in 1766, 
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4 JE Obſervations on the Population. 


obſervation, It deſerves particular notice 


that it is derived entirely from the increaſe 


of luxury; an evil which, while it flatters, 


never fails to deſtroy. It has been ſhewn 
from authentic -accounts, that the decreaſe 
of the lower people in London and Middleſex 
has kept pace with the increaſe of build- 


ings. The annual deaths alſo in the 


Bills of Mortality have for many years 
been decreaſing, and are now near 6,000 
per annum leſs than they were fifty years 


ago. In particular; it is obſervable with 


reſpect to that part of London which lies 


within the city walls, that, though always 


filled with houſes, the births and burials, 
and, conſequently, the inhabitants *, have 


decreaſed ons HAL. — The juſt account 
of this muſt be, that thoſe . . cannot now 


ſatisfy themſelves without whole houſes, or, 
perhaps, two or three houſes, to live in, uſed 


formerly to be fatisfied with bodgings, or 


with parts of houſes. 
The number of houſes in London, 11 


nher. and all Maaddle gx, in 1 690, me 


* See a Sarriciitic : account of this fact i in my Obſer- 
vations on Reverſionary TRIO page 190, 3d edit. 


111,275 


of B and Mull, er. 25 5 


111,215, according to Dr. Davenant's ac- 
count from the hearth-books *. i 
I will only further obſerve concerning the 
preceding accounts, that they demonſtrate 

that the number of inhabitants in London 
has been greatly over-rated. They have 
been ſometimes eſtimated at a million. In 
an Eſſay on the State of London, on Popu- 
lation, &c. in the Treatiſe on Reverſionary 
Payments, I offered evidence, which I 
thought little ſhort of demonſtration, to 
prove that they fell ſhort of 651,000. But 
it now appears that, allowing 6 to a houſe, 
and including the whole county of Mid- 
dleſex, their. number in 1777 was only 
7 | 

That ſix to a houſe for London, and "BN 
to a houſe for all England, is too large an 
allowance, will be proved by the ee 
recital o facts. 4 


* See Dr. Daelaaf s works, vol. rt, page 38. This 
number does not include Southwark, —— The average of 
Þurials for five years in London before the preſent year, or 
1780, was 20779. The average for fiye years before 1690 
was 22,742 ; that is, conſiderably greater than it has 
been for the laſt five years, though twelve pariſhes, 
now the moſt populous, 1 were not then 1 in the 
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1 on the e 5 


, England and Wal 8 „ 


Niainker of H vuſes in England and Wales, 
from the Returns of the. Surveyors: of the 
Houſe and 2 Duties in 1 176 L yu | 


1 
Houſes charged, having 
25 windows and up- p 
wards =o = #32,595— 32-595 
Rau having 21,2223 
and 24 windows .— 12,404— 14-62 3 
Total of houſes having | 
more than 20 windows 44-999 47,218 
Houſes having from 12 
to 20 windows — 88,494— 98,756 
Total of tithes having 
more than 11 windows 133 40 R 4 5, 974 
Houſes having 8, 9, 10, 
and 11 windows — 102, 525—1 2 
Total of houſes having 
more ee 236,01 263.853 


fo 1761,—In n. 75 


* In the returns for 1761 - e number is wanting. 
J have, therefore, ſuppoſed it the ſame that it was found 
to be in 1777. But the truth is, that it muſt have been 
leſs, as will appear preſently. 

This return has been given by Mr. Grenyitle.i in vhs 
Conſiderations on the Trade and Finances of the Kingdom, 
as made in 1766; but I have been informed fromthe * 
office that it was made in 1761. 

2 X Tncreaſe | 


10 Objrvatins on . Population | 
E | In 1761. In 1777s 
Increaſe in 1777 of houſes 
having from 8 to 24 
windows — D 27.813 
Houſes charged having 
7 windows — - : . 131-950 
Total of houſes paying | 
the window-tax — 236, 018—39 5.78 I 
Houſes paying only thi... .. ..- 
laouſe tax of 38. — 442,897—286, 296 
Total of _ charged 678,91 5—68 2,077 
Increaſe. 7” 1 | 
| houſes hed — 3.162 
Houſes uninhabited, Wy 3 
cChargeable—— 7 5628—19,396 
Total of houſes charged Þ | 
| ant chargeable — 704, 543791473 


$75 


_— + The number of houſes in 1 1761, whe exaQly 
ſeven windows, was 400, 273; but by the law, as it then 
ſtood, all ſuch houſes were exempted from the window | 
tax. In 1766 the tax was extended to theſe houſes ; 
and the conſequence was, that near two thirds of them 
were reduced to houſes having only ſix windows. 

+ The decreaſe which may be here obſerved in 
the number of empty, but chargeable, houſes, is an ef- 
fect which could not but attend the greater demand for 
houſes which produced the increaſe between 1761 and 
1777, of houſes having more than ſeven windows. 


| Decreaſe 


* Baglend and Maler. 


„ In 2761. In 1777. 
Decreaſe 4 1777 of "Shue? 

houſes charged Woe 2 | 

| chargeable — — 3, % 
Cottages excuſedon ac | 
count of poverty only 276, 149—251,261* 
Total of houſes charged, „ 

chargeable, and ex- 

cuſed — — 980,692—952,754 
Decreaſe of houſes charged, charge- 
able, and excuſed, from 176 A 
A „„ 9 
To this decreaſe add the meet, 
houſes having from 8 to 24 win- 
dows, r — — — 27,813 
And the total will ſhew, that the number 
of houſes not having eight windows was 
55,771 leſs, in 1777s than it had been in 
7 | WE 

Again; from 255813. Fe 3 in 
1777 of houſes having from 8 to 24 win- 
dos, ſubſtract 3,162, the increaſe of houſes 
charged, having leſs than 25 windows; and 
it will appear, that in the houſes charged, 
having 7 windows or leſs, there has been in 
the fame period a decreaſe of | 24,6 51 houſes. 


Of theſe cottages, 7360 had been charged, but were | 


diſcharged by appeal i in 1777. 
„ — 


— * 


12 — on the Population 


hut this is by no means the whole de- 
creaſe of houſes of this ſort. The increaſe” 
of houſes having more than 24 windows 
ought to be added; but the number of ſuch 
| houſes not having been given in the return 
for 1761, it does not appear what this in- 
| creaſe has been. It ſeems, however, paſt 
| doubt, that there muſt have been ſuch an 
increaſe, becauſe all other houſes having 
[ more than ſeven windows had increaſed. 


NUMBER OF Hovusss IN ENGLAND AND 
Warts in 1759, from the Return of 
the Surveyors of the . and W indy 


Duties. 


Houſes charged i in 17 ꝗ Z — 679,149 
Uninhabited houſes 1 in 17 59 Gow: ; 


able — — — 24,904. 
Houſes excuſed on account „WWW 
verty only — L 282,429 
Total of houſes i in 11759 — 986,482 
— in 1761, /eep.1:. 980, 692 
een ee in 1777, ſte p. 11. 952-734 © 


Diminiſhed in 18 years from 
1 33-748 
Number of houſes charged in 
17580 — — — 690, 70 
| Number 


/ England « and Wales. 13 


8 Number of houſes charged and 


chargeable in 1750“ — — 749,048 


Deduct 254000, and the charged 


houſes in 1750 will be — 794,04 | 
, Total of houſes according to the 


Hearth- books of Lady - day, 1121. 
1 . 319.16 
5 Total of Schr from the 


Hearch-books in 1666 | — 1430. o 


* In the former edition of this eſſay, I had, on the 
authority of Dr. Brackenridge, (in the Philoſophical 


Tranſactions, vol. 49, part 1ſt, p. 270, ) given this as a 


return in 1710; but I have lately been informed from 


the tax office that it was made in 1750, and that. it in- 


eludes the chargeable houſes. 

Tuis account is given on the authority of Dr. Da- 
venant. See his works, vol. 1ſt, page 38, where the 
number of houſes, and alſo of hearths, is given ſepa- 
rately for each county. In page 136 he ſays, that © the 
hearth-tax had given a view certain enough of the num 
ber of families in the kingdom. a ref * 

t See Tindall's Coatinuation of Rapids: Hiſtory, 
vol. 1ſt, page 53.—Dc. Davenant ſays, that from 1666 
to 1688 there had been about 70,000 new foundations 
laid. See his works, vol. 1, page 350. [t is probable 


that the civil war in the time of King Charles the Firſt, 


and the emigrations which then took place, leſſened the\ 
number of people in the kingdom; and therefore, in 
Queen Elizabeth's time, or about the Reformation, the 
number of inhabitants in England might have been greater 
than it was even at the Revolution, agreeably to the facts 
mentioned at the end of my Appeal to the Public un the 
Subject of the National Debt, page- 87. . 

3 _ OBSER= 


e 


7 
—— — — — 1 U——l 


9 * - 
— .* — — r hae 
5 I — wes mi — 


; 
' 
1 
8 
1 
8 
% 
1 
— 4 
; 
= 
> 
_. 
* 4 1 
111 
1 
\ : 
© 8 7 
7 38) 
MW 
r 


14 Obſervations on the Population  - 


5 OdeenvarioNs on the freging Accounts. 


F irſt. The firſt of theſs- accounts ade 


the number of houſes in England and Wales 
in 1777 to be 952,734. Let it, however, be 
| ſtated at aMiLLiow. Five perſons to a houſe 
is too large an allowance, as appears from the 


accounts in page 6, &c. It follows, therefore, 


that the number of inhabitants in England 


and Wales muſt be ſhort of FIVE MILL IONS. 
In the kin 2dom of SWEDEN the number 


of inhabitants was 2.440, 394, in 1763.— 


In the kingdom of NayLes (one of the 


Two Sicilies) it was 4.31 1, 503, in 1777.— 
* all Waker, 259 741,320, in 1772 * 


Theſe 


| The account here given of Sweden is taken from 


| Aden ſurveys of the kingdom in 1757, 1760, and 1763. 


In the firſt of theſe years the inhabitants, of all ages, 


were found to be 2. 323, 195; in the ſecond 2.367, 498; 
in the third, 2.440, 304. See a Memoir by M. War- 
gentin in the 15th. vol. of the Collection Academique, 


printed at Paris, 1772. The account of the kingdom of 


. Naples is allo given from ſurveys made there every year, 


and publiſhed in the Court Calendars.—In 1766, the 
number of inhabitants was 3.771, 234 e 940, 
in 1777, 4.311, 503. 

The Intendants of provinces in France were; in 1770, 
1771, and 1772, ordered to make returns of the num- 


der of ceaths, births, and e in their reſpective 


diſtricts. 


of England and Male.. 1 + 
Theſe facts ſhew, in. a ſtriking light, the 


ſuperiority. which arts, commerce, ſcience, 


OW IN and e, give to a people. 
- ENGLAND | 


diſtricts. The annual average of deaths for theſe three 
years was 780,040: See a Treatiſe On the Legiſlation 
and Commerce of Corn, printed at Paris in 1775, and 
tranſlated into Engliſh, and publiſhed in London in 
1776, page 42.—l have been aſſured. by the ingenious ' 
author, now the DireQor-general of the finances of France, 
that this account may be depended on as rather below the 


truth; and it affords a deciſive proof that the number of- 


inhabitants in France cannot be leſs” than that ſtated 
abov a, or 25.741, 320, which is the product of the ave- 
rage of deaths multiplied by 33. That this is the leaſt 
multiplier which ought to be uſed will appear undeniably 
from, the following facts. — In Sweden, the average of 
deaths for g years ending in 1763, was 69,125, or a 
- 35th part and two-fifths nearly of the inhabitants. See 
M. Wargentin's Memoir juſt referred to.—In the king- 
dom of Naples, the average of deaths for 5 years before 
1778, was 115,412, or a 37th and a third of the inha- 
bitants.—T'heſe facts (and many others of the ſame kind 
may be found in the Treatiſe on Reverſionary Payments, 
page 200) convince me that the average of annual deaths 
in France might have been multiplied by 25 inſtead of 
33, and this would have brought out the number of in- 
habitants 27. 301, 400. The ſame concluſion nearly may 
be drawn from the births in France, the average of Which 
for five years ending in 1774, was 928,918. See Recherches 
fur la Population de la France, par M. Moheau, printed at 
Paris in 1778, page 147.—In Sweden, the average of an- 
nual births for 9 years, ending in 1763, was 90,240, or 
91 . part and a tenth of the inhabitants. In the king- 
| | dom 
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ExGLAND does not conſiſt of many more 


inhabitants than the kingdom of NAPLES; 
but in reſpe& of dignity, weight and force, 
the kingdom of NarLes, compared with 


it, is nothing. Not long ago, this little 
iſland, with its dependencies, like the ſtate 
of ATHENs formerly among the Greeks, was 
the arbiter of EuroPe, and more than a 
match for all the three kingdoms I have 
mentioned, with SPAIN added to them. 


\ Secondly. The great diſparity between 


the numbers of people in the higher and 
the lower ranks of life ſeems to deſerve 
| particular obſervation, as it may be collected 
from the foregoing accounts. Families liv- 
ing in houſes having ſeven windows or leſs, 
muſt conſiſt of perſons in the loweſt ſtations ; 
and yet the number of theſe houſes was 
688,903" in 1777. Add to theſe ſuch of 


dom of Naples, the average of annual births for 5 years, 


ending in 1777, was 166,808, or a 25th part and four- 
'fifths of the inhabitants. The medium is 262, which 


multiplied by 928,918, gives 24.616, 327. But it is 


certain, that a greater multiplier than 262 ought to be 
uſed in this caſe, becauſe the births exceed the deaths 
conſiderably leſs in France than in either Sweden or Na- 
ples.— Upon the whole, therefore, I reckon that it ap- 
- pears with ſufficient evidence that the inhabitants of 
France may very moderately: be ſtated at the number * 
have given. A 


the 
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the loweſt people as live in the remaining 
263,603 houſes ; and it will appear, that 
the people of property and opulence in the 
ſtate, compared with the reſt, are indeed a 
very ſmall body. And yet their number is 
now greater in this country than it ever was; 
and, very probably, it is much greater in 
this country than in any other &. It is 
proper to add, that this Sb . 
. diſtinctly why no taxes in a ſtate can be 
very productive which do not reach the 
| La as well as higher ranks of people. 
But, thirdly, What requires moſt to be 
attended to is the certain evidence which the 
preceding accounts give of the progreſs of 
depopulation in this kingdom. — The num 
ber of houſes in ENGLAND and Warts 


* In ENGLAND, the houſes having more than ſeven. 

, windows are above a fourth of all the houſes. In 
SCOTLAND, the number of houſes having more than 
froe windows, and paying the houſe and window duties, 
was, in 1777, only 16,206 ; and conſequently could 
not be above a fifteenth of all the houſes. —Agreeably to 
this poverty, the people of SCOTLAND, though more 
than a fifth of Britain, do not contribute more than a 
| | fiftinh to the revenue. And it is alſo remarkable that of 
4-876, 1711. gold coin deficient between fix and three 
grains, and brought in by the proclamation in 1774, to 
be recoined, only 52,9841 was brought fim ScorLAN D. 
The ſum brought in from IRELAND, in conſequence 1 
the ſame proclamation, was 39432014, | 


was 
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was at the REVOLUTION 1. 319,215. The 


number of houſes now is not a mon. Our 
people, therefore, fince that æra, have de- 
creaſed near a quarter. — This appears diſ- 


tinctly, às far as Dr. Davenant's account is 


to be depended on x. The following facts 


and obſervations will confirm this account, 
and furniſh us with ſome additional evidence 


on this ſubject. | 
Firſt. It appears, that there has en a 


very great decreaſe, ſince the Revolution, 
in the produce of a tax called the here- 


ditary and temporary exciſe, This exciſe 
(almoſt the only one that exiſted before the 


Revolution) cônſiſts chiefly of 25. 64. per 


barrel on all ſtrong beer or ale above. 6s. 
the barrel, and 6d. on every barrel of ale 
ſold at 65. or leſs ; and alſo a duty of 25. 64. 


per hogſhead on cyder and perry; a duty 


on mead, ſtrong waters, and low wines 


and ſpirits, The groſs annual produce of 
this tax for three years, ending at 1689, was 
(as ere from the Exciſe de 740.1471. 


* Some may ſuſpect that Dr. \ Devoinnt has, by 
miſtake, taken from the Hearth- books the number of 
houſes in the kingdom, when he ought to have taken the 
number of families, But this is improbable; and if true, 
will make no great difference, as may be inferred from 
the accounts in page 6, Ko. | 
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—l[ts groſs annual produce for four years, 
ending in 1768, was 527,991/. It has de- 
creaſed, therefore, 212, 1561. per annum. 
One of the reaſons of this decreaſe has 
been, that in 1736 the duties on low wines 
and ſpirits (amounting then to 70,0007. per 
ann.) were taken from the Hereditary and 
Temporary Exciſe, and carried to the Aggre- 
gate Fund. Deduct *, therefore, 70, ooo l. 
from 212, 156J.; and the real decreaſe will 
be 142,156. And this decreaſe will ap- 
pear more remarkable, when it is conſidered 
how much leſs the currency and wealth of 
the kingdom were before the Revolution 
than they are now. ——1It may be ſaid, that 
more wine is now drank ; but this, being 
confined to the higher claſſes of people, makes 
no great difference. —It may with more 
reaſon be objected, that the lower people 
drink now greater quantities of ſpirituous 
liquors, and therefore leſs ale. With re- 
rm to this, it ſeems ſufficient to obſerve, 


* This i is too great a deduction ; for the uſe of ſpi- 
rituous liquors was in 1736 ſo much increaſed, that it 
became neceſſary to reſtrain it by additional duties,.— 
The produce of that part of this Hereditary and Tem- 
porary Exciſe which conſiſts of the tax upon beer only, 
was 674,387 J. in 1688; and 694, 4b l. in 1689. See 
Dr. Davenant S works, vol, Iſt. page 175. 
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that it appears from the Exciſe Books that 
the uſe of ſpirituous liquors never ſunk the 
produce of this exciſe more than about 
40,000/7. in a year; and that fince 1751 it 
has been ſo much checked by new regula- 
tions, additional duties, and other cauſes, 


- that moſt probably it does not prevail much 


more now than it did at the Revolution. 
After allowing, therefore, for the operation. 
of this cauſe *, (and allo for the increaſed 


_ uſe of wine) ve will remain a diminution 
| unaccounted for, of at leaſt 100,000/. per 


annum. 
In conformity to this fact, it appears that 


there has been a proportionable diminution 
in the quantity of beer brewed for ſale, and 


in the number of vicuallers.——For three. 
years, ended in 1689, the annual an of 


* The following facts will _ what is here faid, 


and ſhew the progreſs of gin-drinking in the kingdom. 


— The uſe of ſpirituous liquors prevailed moſt. in 1750 
and 1751; and the annual average of ſpirits drawn from 
malted corn, cyder, melaſſes, and brewers' waſh in thoſe 
two years was 11. 325, 976 gallons.—In 1752 and 1753 it 
was 7. 500, ooo gallons.—In 1767 and 1768 it had ſunk. 
to 3.663,568 gallons.——In 1730 and 1731, it was 
6.658,788 gallons, —In GEE and 16, it was 2.329, 487 
gallons, 

In 1767 and 1768 the e average of exciſeable 
brandy imported was 1.612, 631 gallons, —ln 1688 and 


Wy it was 1. N 5974 R 
© rong 


0 


ter three years, 34,867.- 
ſeems of particular conſequence, | becauſe 
victuallers in both periods include all that 


keep houſes for Tang any ſtrong. liquors ; 
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; ſtrong barrels brewed for ſale was 5.0 5 5.870. 
The average of ſmall barrels was 2. 582, 248. 


For three years, ended in 1768, the for- 
mer * average was 3.925, 131; the latter 
1 886,760. The average of common vic- 
tuallers in the whole kingdom for the for- 


mer three years | was 47, 3433 for the lat- 
This laſt fact 


It is ard; to ſuſpect chat this decreaſed con- 
ſ umption of beer muſt have been owing to the increaſe 


of the taxes upon it. But this does not appear; for in 


1761, (after an, addition in 1760 of 3d. per buſhel to the 
duty on malt) an addition was made to this tax of 35. 


per barrel, and yet it produced in the following years 
rather more in proportion than it did before. The quan- 


tity likewiſe of ſtrong beer brewed for ſale increaſed a 
little afterwards; though theſe two additions were ſo con- 
ſiderable as to bring into the revenue near 900,000. per 
annum. In 24 years from 1740 to 1764, the taxes were 


more than doubled,.and yet at the end of this term there 


was hardly a ſingle tax which did not produce more than 
ever. 

| + For 10 years before the check given td the uſe of Z 
ſpirituous liquors in 1751, the victuallers in the kingdom 
amounted to near 48, ooo, though the quantity of ſtrong _ 
beer brewed annually for ſale was then leſs than it has 
been for the laſt 15 years. This, I ſuppoſe, muſt have 
been owing to the vaſt numbers of ſhops for ſelling gin, 
which, during that period, were opened every where. 
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and becauſe alſo there is reaſon to believe, 
that the private brewery *, of which no 


account is taken, was greater formerly than 
it is now.—I cannot help adding, as a far- 


ther fact, indicating a particular degree of 
populouſneſs at the Revolution, that King 


William wanting, in 1689, to raiſe 23 new. 
regiments for the war in Ireland, the levies 
were completed in fix weeks. See Sir John 


| Dalrymple's Memoirs of Great Britain, vol. 
Iſt, page 384.— But what is moſt of all de- 


ciſive in the preſent queſtion is, the depo- 
pulation which has certainly taken place 


1 in this e, N 5 


* The 8 of common brewers in the whole 


Kingdom in 1687 and 1689 was 776; in 1767 and 1768 


it was increaſed to 1083. One reaſon of this walk 
be, that fewer victuallers and private people now brew _ 
their own beer,—lt is remarkable, that the number of 
brewers in London decreaſed during the ſame period from 
187 to 157; and alſo that the quantity of fmall and 


ſtrong beer brewed for ſale decreaſed from 1.958,859 to 


1.533,242 gallons. And this ſeems to confirm what 
has been already ſuggeſted, that even London is leſs po- 
pulous now than it was at the Revolution. See page 4. 
This decreaſe was gradual and flow till 1726. After 
1726 it became conſiderable; and for ſome years before 
1750, the quantity of beer conſumed. in London was 
about 100,000 gallons per annum lets than it is now, in 


_ conſequence, undoubtedly, of the exceſſive uſe of ſpiri- 


tuous liquors which then took place in En more than 


any where elle, 


DER: 


England and Wales. 223 
From the preceding accounts it appears, 
that between the years 1761 and 1777 a de- 
ſtruction has taken place of at leaft 50,771. 


houſes having leſs than 8 windows; which 
is equal to the loſs of above a quarter of a 


million of thoſe inhabitants who furniſh re- 
cruits for our navy and army, and trading _ 


ſhips; ; and who, therefore, conſtitute "_ 
main ſtrength of the kingdom. 

I am not ſenſible that any thing can be 
objected to the evidence from which this 
concluſion has been drawn, except that there 
is an uncertainty in the returns of the cot- 


tages, becauſe the ſurveyors, though direct- 


ed to include them in their returns, take 
their number with leſs accuracy, no duty be- 
ing paid for them. But Ms thould be ob- 
ſerved, | 
\ Firſt, That this uncertainty: des not at 
all affect the evidence for the diminution of 
houſes charged having leſs than eight win- 
dows, and of which exact accounts are 
kept. | 
Secondly, The returns pe the conniibes, 
have not, I ſuppoſe, been made with leſs 
care for 1777 than for 1761; and it is the 
difference only on which the concluſion 1 
have drawn depends. 
But, thirdly, The min which 

there has certainly been in the houſes 
charged 
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cbarged having leſs than eight windows, 
proves undeniably, that there muſt have 
| been a proportionable decreaſe in the cot- 
tages nat charged. 

Between the years 17 59 and 115 there 


appears in the returns a diminution of only 
234 in the houſes charged. But it ſhould 


be remembered, that the hi gher ſort of houſes 


having increaſed between 1761 and 1777, 
the cauſes (which will be explained pre- 
ſently) of that increaſe muſt probably have | 


begun to operate ſooner, and checked the 


decreaſe, which (as may be diſtinctly ſeen in 
the Poſiſcript } had been 2 8 forward before 
that period. 

Before 1759 it appears that the houſes 
charged had diminiſhed 25,899 in nine years; 
and that ſince 1759, houſes having leſs than 
eight windows bave diminiſhed 61,561 in 
eighteen years. Theſe are facts which ſhew 
plainly, that the depopulation ſince the 
Revolution cannot have been leſs than it is 
ſtated in page 18. 
The Honourable Mr. Grille, in a 
pamphlet entitled Con/iderations on the Trade 
and Finances of the Kingdom, after giving 
the ſame account with that here given of 
the houſes in England and Wales in 1759 

6 5 +: 0 
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and 1761, expreſſes the utmoſt ſurprize at 
the proofs of depopulation which it afforded, 
and obſerves, ** that the deſtruction of 
«© 5790 houſes in ſo ſhort a ſpace as * gf 
« years, is ſuch a ſymptom of diſtreſs as 
«« requires every attention to check the pro- 
«« preſs of the evil. — Relief to the landed 
« intereſt is now (he adds) no longer the 
concern of individuals only who are to 
% receive that relief, but is become an im- 
«« portant national concern. What would 
he have ſaid, had he known that the depo- 
pulation which ſhocked him was proceed- 
ing ſo rapidly as I have ſhewn; that no at- 
tention would be given to it; that the pub- 
lic burdens, inſtead of being leſſened, would 
_ Increaſe ; and that he himſelf had laid the 
foundation of ſuch an increaſe of them as 
would, in a few years, bring the nation to 
the brink of ruin? | 

The increaſe in the ' higher claſſes of 
| houſes has been for ſome time obvious to 
© every one. It may be imagined, that this 
implies ſuch an increaſe of people in the 
middle and higher ranks of lite, as makes 


It ſhould be remembered here, that the return which 

T have given in p. 9, &c. for 1761, was underſtood by Mr, 
Grenville to have been a return 1 for 1766. | 
| amends 
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amends for the depopulation among the 

loweſt ranks. But the truth is, that no ſuch 
concluſion. can be drawn. One of the prin- 
cipal cauſes of this increaſe has been that 
very evil which has deſtroyed the common 
people ; or the increaſe of luxury. This, I 
think, has been demonſtrated, by the ac- 
count I have Zivren of London *. See 


| = | l | 1580 N e 


*The following circumſtance may perhaps idorve 
ſome notice here. By the new regulations of the window- 
tax in 1776, particular inducements were given to divide 
buildings deemed /ing/e houſes, but holding ſeveral fa- 
| milies, into houſes having only one family in each; and 
this, as well as luxury, may have contributed to Neben 
the number of houſes without increaling the number of 
inhabitants. | 

For inſtance. By dividing a houſe having 30 win- 
dows, and containing three families, into three houſes or 
tenements, having ten windows, and one family in each 
houſe, only 9s. per annum would have been ſaved before 
1766; but ſince the alteration in the tax that year, 1. 14s. 
per annum may be got by ſuch a diviſion, —— In like 
manner. By dividing ſuch a houſe into two houſes, 
having one family in each, and 15 windows, 3s. per 
annum would have been 4% before 1766; but now. = 
per annum may be ſaved by it. 

N. B.— Before 1766, houſes having from eight to 
eleven windows paid 15, per window; and houſes hav- 
ing more than eleven windows paid 15. 64. per window, 
beſides 3s. for the houſe. —By the new regulations in 


1766, beſides the old duty of 35. for every houſe, all 
houſes 
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page 4. It muſt, however, be icknow- 
ledged, t that in many of our towns, and 
particularly our manufacturing towns, there 
has been a great increaſe of people as well 
as of houſes; but it ſhould be conſidered, 
that it has been derived from the depopu- 
lation of country pariſhes and villages, the 
inhabitants of which, by removing to theſe 
towns, and many. of them thriving there, 
and living in better houſes, have increaſed 
the number of ſuch houſes at the expence 
of meaner houſes. This increaſe of people, 
therefore, in our towns has either quickened 
depopulation ; or, if not, it muſt have been 
_ owing entirely to the increaſe of trade. From 
the accounts of the exports at the Cuſtom» 
houle it appears, that “ for ſome years be- 
e r 


| houſes having [tn windows pay 24. per window, 

| Houſes having 8, 9, &c. to 13 windows, pay reſpectiyely 
64.—844.— 10d. &c. to 15. 4d. per window. — Houſes 
having from 14 to 19 windows pay 15. 6d. per window. 
| -— Houſes having 20, 21, &c. to 24 windows, pay 18. 7d. 
—1s. 84. &c. to 1s. 114.—Houſes having above 24 
windows, pay 25. per window, 

* Sec The Additional Obſervations on Civil Liberty, 
page 1 13. The annual average of exports for four years 
ending 1 in 1764, was 15.793,158/.—In 1773, the average | 
for nine years had ſunk to 14.814,074/. But the imports 
had increaſed from 10.110,8707. to 11.996,769/,—The 

| E | | | decay 
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fore 196 5 they were at the higheſt, and that 
they have ſince decreaſed. This decreaſe, 
however, has been more than compenſated 
by the increaſe of our Home- conſumption, oc- 
caſioned by a vaſt increaſe + of luxury; and 
this, though it has operated fatally among 
the body of the lower people, has, in one 
way, contributed to retard the progreſs of 
| depopulation ; I mean, by furniſhing an in- 

creaſe of employment, and conſequently of 
the means of ſubſiſtence, for our manufac- 
turers and artizans. But though depopula- 
tion has been thus checked, yet it has pro- 
ceeded rapidly; and if we aſcribe one half 


3 of foreign trade may farther be underflood from 
hence. In 1764, the drawbacks on exportation amounted 
to 2.264, 8200. The average for ten years after 1764 
was 1.843, 4041. — but in 1776 they ſunk to 1. 544,300 J. 
In 1777, to 932, 800. In 1778, to 868, 600%. 
+ The following account will ſhew. how great this 
increiſe has been.— The net annual amount of all the 
exciſe duties for two years, ending 1768, was 4-431,0757. 
For two years, ending i in 1773, it was 4. 12,2654. — For 
- two years, ending in 1777, it was above Five MiLLiows,. 
after deducting the new taxes for 1776 and 1777,—The 
great increaſe of our importations, while the exportations 
have decreaſed, as mentioned in the laſt note, is another 
certain proof of the -igcreaſe of luxury; and has pro- 
bably been the means of turning the balance of trade 
_ againſt us. See Additional Ds on Civil l 


p. 110, Ke. | 
| 00 
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of the increaſe in the higher clafſes of Wks 


to this cauſe: (or a real increaſe of people) 


and the other half to luxury, as before ex- 
plained, we ſhall, I think, reckon very mo- 
derately; and it will appear, that i in eighteen. | 
years near 200,000 of our common people 
have been loſt. ths 

I will only obſerve farther, that fince the | 
Revolution, moſt of the cauſes of depopu- 
lation have prevailed ſo much as to render, 
it an evil which could not but happen. The 
_ cauſes I mean are—the increaſe of our navy 
and army, and the conſtant ſupply of men 
neceſſary to keep them up—a devouring ca- 
pital, too large for the body that ſupports 
it *ﬀ—the three long and deſtructive conti - 


nental wars in which we have been involved 


—the migrations to our ſettlements abroad, 
and particularly to the Eaſt and Weſt Indies 
— the engroſſing of farms—the high price of 

proviſions — but above all, the As of 

luxury, and of our public taxes and debts. 
I have given a particular account of theſe 
cauſes of depopulation 1 in the Supplement to | 


* Parjs cannot contain ſo much as a Hftieth part of 
the inhabitants of France. LoxnDon contains a ninth of 
the inhabitants of England; and conſymes annually about 
7. ooo perſons, who remove into it from the c_— 
 pyery years but without increaſing it, 7 1 
R the 
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the Obſervations on Reverſionary Payments, 
page 37%. third edition, —l will here * 


produced is the more e ge as it 
ſeems,” in ſome degree, peculiar to this na- 
tion.—In France, (in the principality of 
Dembes, the dioceſe of Vaiſon, and the fix 
generalities of Auvergne *, Tyon, Rauen, 
Bourgogne, Provence, and Alengon, contain- 
ing 2152 pariſhes) the average of annual 
births before 1764 had increaſed in þo years 
from 54,827 to 59, 894, or in the propor- 
tion of 100 to 109. — The average for five 
years of annual births in the whole kingdom 
of France, (as mentioned in the note, page 
15) had been 928,918, in 1774, of which 
479,649 were males, and 449,269 fomales.— 
The average of deaths, as mentioned in the 
ſame note, had been 780,040 for three years, 
ending in 1772, But Mr. Moura has 
given the average for ive years, ending in 
17747: and it Was 793,931. The annual 


* See Rethorebes fur la Population, printed at Neri in 
1766, page 274, and page 19, &c. See alſo on this ſub- 
jet M. Monz au's Recherches & Conſideratious ſur la Po- 
pulation de la France, printed at Paris in 1778; where, 
in page 276, &c. the account of the increaſe of the ge- 
neralities of NN Lyon, and Rouen is continued to 
1774. 
+ MonEAu's Kad erden, Ke. page 65. —The average 
vf mor riages Wa$ 1924180, 


exceſs 
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exceſs of the births above the As was, 
therefore, 134,987; or near a ſeventh of 
the births; and this is probably an exceſs 
which in France more than counterbalances 
the deſtruction occaſioned by emigration, 
war, and the ſea-ſervice. 7 

The increaſe in Sw EDEN and the kingdam 


of Narrzs has been diſtinctly mentioned 


in the note juſt referred to. 

In the Engliſh colonies in NozTH — 
RICA there has for many years been an in- 
creaſe ſcarcely ever before known en. 
mankind Eo 

Thus unhappily diftinguithed. are we in 
this eee Nor will it appeer wonder- 


„An account of chis 2 may be found in my 
Treatiſe on Reverſionary Payments, p. 206, &c. 3d. edit. 
Another account of it is given in an important tract juſt 
publiſhed, and entitled, 4 Memorial humbly addreſſed 1s 
the Sovereigns of Europe on the Preſent State of Affairs be- 
tuen the Old and New Morld; where the following facts 

are ſtated as authentic ; 


In Maſſachuſett's Bay 1 inhabitants 1e 


from 94,000 in 1722, to 300, ooo in 1773 


In Connecticut from 129,994 in 1756, to 257,350 in 1774 


In New-Vorx from 96, 776 in 1756, to 182, 25 in 1774 


In Virginia from 173, 316 in 1756, to 300, ooo in 1774 
In South Carolina from 64, ooo in 1750, to $15,000 in 1770 
In Rhode- Iſland from 15, 302 in 17 30, to 28, 439 in 1745 


In Philadelphia the houſes in 1749 were 2076. In 1769 
they were 4474. 


5 ful, 


R822 224 
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ful, when we conſider how unhappily we are 
_ diſtinguiſhed by ſome of the worſt cauſes 
of depopulation ; and with what particular 
force they have been operating for the laſt 
twenty years.” At preſent we are ſinking 
under new. incumbrances and difficulties. 
The moſt valuable of our dependencies are 
loſt. Another foreign war is begun. Trade 
1s declining ; our ſtrength is waſting; and | 
at the ſame time, that load of debts which 
has preſſed ſo heavily on our population, 
is increaſing faſter than ever. Never, cer- 
tainly, were the reſources of a ſtate ſo anti- 
cipated and mortgaged Never before did 
imprudence and extravagance bring a great 
wen into ſuch Fa 


4. ' Our 


* The terms 110. the: ; own for the poaſene year will 
throw ſome light on what is here ſaid. —A 3 per cent. 
ſtock has been ſold at 40 per cent. diſcount, to which has 
been annexed an annuity of 31 per cent. for 29 years, 
at ten years purchaſe, but really worth ( when the 3 per 
cents. are at 40 per cent. diſcount) 154, years purchaſe. . 
— The public, therefore, beſides ſubjecting itſelf to the 


neceſſity of paying at redemption 4ol. more than it has 


received for every 100%, ſtock, has given a preſent pre- 
mĩum on the ſhort annuity of near 33 fer cent. And 
"even on theſe terms, (with the profits of a lottery added). 
only ſeven millions could be got, though above ten millions 
and a half (including 2.176,000/. increaſe of navy debt in 
in1778) were wanted for — the neceſſary ex pences, 
excluſive of the uſual vote of credit for a million. Theſe 
N of deficiencies 


. England 5 Wales. 2 3 


Our late deluſions (fays Mr. Hun xd, 
« have much exceeded any thing known in 

« hiſtory, not even excepting thoſe of the 
«© Cruſades. For there is no arithmetical 

« demonſtration that the road to the Holy 
% Land is not the road to Paradiſe; as there 
is, that the endleſs increaſe of national 
«© debt is the direct road to national ruin. 
So egregious, indeed, has been our 
. folly, that we have even loſt all title to 
e compaſſion under the numberleſs calami- | 
| * ties that are waiting 1 


* 
* 


„ 


deficiencies _ be made good; and at leaſt eleven or 
twelve millions more borrowed at the beginning of the next 
year, for which, very probably, if the war continues and 
ſpreads, a higher intereſt and fill higher premiums 
muſt be given.— The national debt is now conſiderably 
greater than it was in 1776, when Mr. Hume wrote 
the words quoted in the next page; and it is advancing 
faſt towards two hundred millions. It may ſignify little how 
a nation, in ſuch circumſtances, borrows money; but 1 
am miſtaken if I have not (in the Supplement to the Addi- 
tional Obſervations on Civil Liberty) propoſed regula- 
tions by which the loan of this year might have been pro- 
cured at an. intereſt of 5 (or, at moſt, 52.) per cent. and 
conſequently an expence of 100,0001. per annum for 29 
years ſaved ; which ſaving, properly applied, might have 
_ diſcharged, in 28 years, either the capital of five millions 
bearing four | per cent. intereſt created in 1777» or a larger 
capital in the three per cents. 
* See Ry of 0 ts vol. 5th, page 475: 
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27 be 1 ri a F land 1 lately eee 5 
N me, from the Tax-Office, the following 
_ Particulars. in the Returns for 17 5 ne 
07 59. e in e 8% a 


'In I 756. In 1759. 
Houle Pn ws ; 
leſs than 10 windows DO ROPE 147 
Houſes charged having 
from 10 to di win- 25 | = 
mm 3 eps test: 10 


N a having N 
from isn i eee e e t, 
esse — 35% 33.19 
Houſes charged having 1 5 
| ; 20 windows or more 47.5 59 — 47, 199 
en — — 690, 50 679, 149 


This account eh needs a comment. 
A compariſon of it with the returns in 
page 9, &c. for 1761 and 1777, will ſhew 
diſtinctly, that before 17 50, houſes of all 
ſorts were decreaſing; ; but that afterwards | 
an increaſe DIE: W f increaſed Falls. 
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and luxury, as explained page 2 5 &c.) 
begun among the 4igher clafſes of houſes, 
which ſoon became conſiderable ; but was 
all along accompanied with a decreaſe much 
more conſiderable in thoſe inferior claſſes of 

| houſes. which conſtitute near four Me of 
all the houſes i in the RY 
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N the preceding Eſſay I have offered a 
good deal of evidence to prove that, while 


other countries are increaſing, this country, 


in conſequence of the cauſes of depopulation 


which have unhappily diſtinguiſned it, has 


for many years been decreaſing. This is a 


fact ſo melancholy, that every perſon who 


loves this country muſt wiſh that the evi- 
dence for it could be fairly overthrown. 
Mr. Eden, in his fifth letter to Lord Car- 
liſle, has made many objections to this evi- 
dence; and his means of information, as 
well as abilities, are ſuch as entitle all that 


he ſays to particular attention. 


My deſign in this Appendix is to give a 


brief account of his arguments; and, with 
all the reſpect due to him, to offer my rea- 


ſons for not being convinced by them. 


In p. 10, &c. it has been ſhewn from the 
accounts in the tax- office, that between the 


* 1761 and 777 the number of houſes 


in 


APPENDIY „ 
in the kingdom having leſs than eight win⸗ 
dows had decreaſed 55,5 1. This evidence 
ſeems to be direct and full, and it is the evi- 

dence on which I have laid the principal 
ſtreſs. The objections which Mr, Eden has 

made. to it, are the two following. 

Firſt, He obſerves, that the account in 
the tax-office of the number of cottages ex- 
cuſed on account of poverty are uncertain 

and defective. To this I have, in page 23, 
Ke. given an anſwer, which appears to me 

clear and deciſive. 
Secondly, He intimates a doubt 1 gs 5 

; the returns made of even the charged houſes 

can be relied on; and the reaſon he aſſigns 
is the irregularity in the following returns, 

« The houſes, he fays, returned as charged 

„ and chargeable in 1750 were 729,948, 
t and in 1756 only 690, 702, but in 1759. 
© they were 704, 544. But Mr. Eden has 

here fallen into an incorrectneſs of conſider- 
able conſequence. The number for 1756 
conſiſts of the charged houſes only. Adding, 
therefore, 25,000 for the chargeable or un- 
inhabited houſes, theſe three returns (with 
thoſe for M and 1777) will be as fol- 
lows: | ** 

. See the Fifth 6266 to Lord Catlifle; page 2 


F 2 | 8 3 


38 z 4 PP E N D 15 x 
Charged, and by Leto nan al 
j ee in . | 1759=719,0480 


FTF. 1756-715, 02 
„C = : 17597945053 | 


There! is no b in these returns, 
which gives them any appearance of inere- 
; dibility. On the contrary they afford as 
| ſtrong a proof of progreſſive depopulation as 
actual] ſurveys can give. The decreaſe, 
which appears before 17 59, muſt have been 
6ccafioned in part by the ſhocking havock, 
which had been made for many years among 
the lower people by the uſe of ' ſpirituous 


. liquors, and the progreſs of which has been 


ſtated in the note, p. 20. After this year 


: the number of the beſt ſort of charged houſes 


„ e &c. ren with the Gutiegs &c.”. 


began to increaſe ; but at the ſame time the 
5 houlte excuſed, or paying only the 35. duty, 
Went on to decreaſe fo faſt as to over-balance 
that increaſe. The chief reaſon of this in- 
| aſe 1 have, in 4 26, tated to be 


i In 1 Txx-office. e is called, 85 thi total 

| « number of houſes in the reſpective counties, chargeable 
cc with the duties on houſes and windows.“ And the 
number for 1756 is called, „the number of houſes in 


luxury; 3 
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luxury * * and of this we have a diſtin proof 
in the returns for London, where, though 
the increaſe of new buildings has been ſo 
great as to overbalance a decreaſe of 5,762 
in the houſes excuſed, yet the number of 
inhabitants, if we may judge from the bills 
of mortality, has diminiſhed. But of this 
more will be ſaid preſently. 

The decreaſe of cottages has for many 
years been an object of general obſervation. 
It is an effect which could not but ariſe from 
the incloſing of common fields, the en- 
grofling of farms, the high price of provi- 
 fionsy the raiſing of rents, and that inequa- 
lity in the diviſion of property, - which has 
_ prevailed among us more than ever. 

I will juſt mention here the RY 
facts. 7D - 
In 1689 the houſes in the in eh 

dom called cottages, and hav- | - 

ing only one hearth, and which, 

therefore, I ſuppoſe, anſwer to 
the houſes now denominated 1 
cottages, were — — 554,631 
The houſes denominated e | 

tages in 1777s Were” $251,261 


Promoted and eder by an influx of wealth, 
during this period, from the EasT-INDIES. 
+ See Dr. Davenant's works, Vol. II. p. 203. 
1 dee p. 10. 


In 
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In 1686 the whole expence of x 
maintaining the poor was #66 55 36 5 
1 1778 this expence (excluſive,  _ 
of 1 37»636/. for county rates, 
Ke.) amounted to — 1. 556, 804 


| In 1777 no leſs than 7,360 houſes, which 


had been brought into charge, were diſ- 
charged by _— on account, of po- 
mene 


Theſe facts Pip to me CH a 2 | 


ing diſtreſs among the lower people, which 


did not take place formerly. They alſo lead 

us to carry our views as high as the Revolu- 
tian for the commencement of depopulation 
among us. In the preceding Effay I have 
given a particular. account of the evidence 
which has determined me to believe this 


to be the truth ; and it is againſt this evi- 
dence that Mr. Eden has chien directed his 


objecmions. : 
Firſt. He is unwilling to oldies Dr. Dave- 


nant's authority in this inſtance; and in 


oppoſition to it obſerves, that Dr. Halley 
(whoſe authority, he ſays, is at leaſt equal to 


Dr. Davenant s) eſtimated the number of 


houſes in 1691 to be 1.175,91. Mr. Eden 


* See Dr. an 8 works, Vol. I. p. 39. 


+ See abſtract of the returns made by the <7” I of 
te poor, in purſuance of an act paſſed in the 16th year 
of his preſent majeſty's * 


5 


5 


may 


APPENDEY at 
may, ben have good reaſons for aſcrib· 


. ing this eſtimate to Dr. Halley; but I with 


he "had ſaid what they are. All I can find is, 
that it is given in a collection on Trade and 
| Huſbandry publiſhed by Mr. Houghton, in 
weekly numbers, in 1693 *. But it is not 
ſaid from what authority it was taken, nor 
in what year it was made; and it is given 
among other accounts, moſt of which are 
too vague and conjectural. Till, therefore, 
I am better informed, I muſt think that it 
_ deſerves no particular regard. And as to 
Dr. Davenant, it is proper to obſerve, that 
on ſuch a ſubject as this there can ſcarcely : 
be an equal authority; that his account is 
derived from materials which. might have 


* See Hought ton's Huſbandry and Trade improved, 
Vol. I. Ne. 26, for Saturday, Feb. 3, 1694. ——In 
Ne. 24, Mr. Houghton has mentioned an' affiftance 
which he had received from Dr. Halley, and publiſhed 
a letter from him written ten years before, containing an 
account of a method of computing, within a million or 
two, the number of acres in all England. But Mr. 
Houghton has ſaid nothing that implies he had received 
his account of the number of houſes in England from 
Dr, Halley, —Dr. Dayenant's account from the hearth- 
books was publiſhed three years afterwards, in his Trea- 

tiſe on Ways and Means, and is frequently referred to in 
ſome of his ſubſequent treatiſes ; but he never takes no- 
tice of Mr. Houghton's account, which, therefore, 1 


ſuppoſe, Was not much regarded. 
furniſhed 
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Fithilhos him with the particular informa- 
tion which he gives on this ſubject; and 
that in the writings which followed that 
in which he gives this account (and par- 
ticularly in his Obſervations on the People 
of England, publiſhed in 1699) he fre- 
quently refers to it, and reaſons upon it, as 
an information of importance in political 
arithmetic, about which there was no rea- 


Gon to doubt *®, . © 
| Secondly.” It is farther objecled by Mr. 
Eden, that Dr. Davenant meant to give pou 
number of families, and not of houſes. 
have already in the note, page 18, taken 5 5 
tice of this objection. He that will conſider 


we W ah in page 6 1. muſt ſee: that in- moſt 
| places 


FS. © The months of a ole rs is a a great matter 
© to conſider ; but in time it may be compaſſed, eſpe- 
Es cially when there is ſuch a footing to fix our reaſon- 

sings upon, as is the certain knowledge of the numbers 
of the people, which it is hoped ſome abler head will 
« hereafter ſo improve as to make all points, relating to 
< the ſtrength and power of England, much clearer than 
$6 ee ſeem at preſent.” Davenant's works, Vol. I. 
ge 373. Of the hearth money, he ſays, in page 136, 
"86 orig it had given a view certain enough of the number 
* of families in the kingdom, which was the very 
“ ground- work in political ſpeculations.” — And that 
Lethe accounts of it were fairly kept and e. and had 
<« been under exact management.“ | 
+ The numbers in this table are given from actual ſur- 
veys. It cannot therefore be proper to call them, as Mr. a 


Eden | 
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n there is very little difference between 
the number of houſes' and families; and, 

conſequently, that, ſuppoſing Dr. Davenant 
to mean families, their number now in the 
kingdom muſt be far ſhort of their number 
at the Revolution. But Dr. Davenant, at 


the head of the table which contains the 5 


particulars of this account ＋, calls it the 
number of houſes. In reaſoning upon it af- 
terwards he generally does the ſame; and in 
his account of Mr. King's obſervations 

(which 


Eden does, e/timates, and to repreſent them as s uncertain ? 
Mr, Eden objects farther to this table, that due attention 
has not been given in it to the numbers in ſchools, ey | 
| hoſpitals, and priſons, 
This remark is wrong as far as it refunds ſchools. As 
for priſons, hoſpitals, and decks, the numbers in them are 
little or nothing to the whole kingdom. In 1779 the 
number of perſons confined in priſons and houſes of cor- 
rection, including all debtors, felons, and petty offenders, 
was 4,375, according to an accurate account, which the 
public owes to the unexampled benevolence of Mr. 
| Howard. See the State of the Gaols, page 449. ** edit. 
"+ See his works, Vol. I. page 29. | 
r Mr. Eden quotes the following paſſage to prove that 
Dr. Davenant meant families and not houſes. ** Though 
c jt appears from the books of hearth-money, that there 
© are not above 1. 300, oo families in England; and, al- 
e lowing fix perſons to a houſe, one with another, which 
«© is the common way of computing, not quite eight 
< millions of people; and though (as likewiſe appears 


1 4 * „ there are 500,000 poor fami- 
| > EN 


44 4 EN DX. 
(which he repreſents as more to de rclied o on 
han any thing that had been done in poli- 
tical arithmetic, and which appear indeed 
to have been the reſult of particular enquiry 
united to great ſagacity) he makes the num- 
der of families to be 1. 349,586; the num 
ber of perſons to a family 4%, and the num- 
ber of people in the kingdom 5. 500, 00. 
The truth is, that Dr. Davenant conſidered 
the number of houſes and families as ſo 
| _ the fame, that * did not think it ne- 


| « lies} in the nation, f wing i in cottages, who contributelic,' 
ee tle to the common ſupport, yet, &c.” Dr. Davenant's 
Eſſay on Ways and Means, publiſhed in 1695. (See his 
works, vol. I. p. 27.) It is evident that he makes uſe in this 
paſſage of round numbers without aiming at accuracy, or 
cChuſing todiſtinguiſh between houſes and families, But af= 
_ terwards, in the ſame tract, page 53, he fpeaks with more 
preciſion, and in a manner that demonſtrates he meant 
houſes and not families. If, ſays he, 111,215 
<. houſes in and about London, with no more ground 
than what they ſtand upon, are in rent one million and 
*© a half per annum, it is hardly poſſible but that the 
1. 208, oo houſes in the country, with alt the land 
about them, and all the benefits that attend land, muſt 
ebe in rent 13. 500, 00. Dr. Davenant's allowance 
of fix to a family deſerves no regard, for it is certainly 
wrong; and he was himſelf afterwards (as obſerved 
above) better inſtructed by Mr. King's Obſervations, 
publiſhed in 1690 in an Eſſay on the probable. method of 


making a people gainers by the balance of * See his 
n Vol. II. page 1855 &c. 
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"Snag in this, queſtion, given an account of Wii 
the decreaſe in the produce of the tempore | 
and , hereditary. exciſe upon beer ſince the ä 
Revolution. Mr. Eden objects to this, 11 
Firſt, That there was an alteration of the | Y | 
ee at the Revolution which diminiſhed TR 
the produce of this exciſe, and alſo that a lll 
duty on coffee had formed a part of it which 1 [| 


Was then taken off, The alteration in the i 
meaſure-is mentioned by Dr. Davenant (ſe id 
his Works, Vol. I. page 185, &c.) and its 

effect in diminiſhing the exciſe eſtimated at 
20,000/. per annum. As for the duty on 
coffee, it was only 4d. a gallon &, and therexz 

fore ſo trifling as not to deſerve notice. Nei- 

ther of theſe cauſes therefore can account 
for the decreaſe ſtated in page igth, and 
their effect has been-counterbalanced by an 
exorbitant deduction of 50,0007. which I 
have made from the produce of this exciſe at 

the Revolution, on account of its including 
then a duty on low wines and ſpirits, which 

was taken from it in 1736. The average ß 
the groſs annual produce of this exciſe for 


This duty is now three ſhillings per pound, and 
produces about 30, ocol. per annum. 
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cure years ending in 1689 was 740, 147“. of | 
which the exciſe on beer alone produced 
679, 5904, “. *. The difference i is 60,550/. and 


confiſted not only of duties on low wines 
and ſpirits, but alſo on mead, cyder, perry, 
chocolate, ſherbet, and beer and cyder im- 
ported. Had, therefore, a deduction of 


only 40, ooo]. been made, I ſhould pro oba- 


bly have exceeded the truth, and the de- 


creaſe would have appeared Wesen more 
than I have made „ ee e 
Mr. Eden has objected farther, that 


| Gidugh the concluſion I have drawn'is coun- 
tenanced by a compariſon of the produce of 


this exciſe at preſent with its produce at the 
Revolution, yet a different concluſion may 
be drawn by comparing it with the produce 


of the ſame exciſe at ſeveral periods ſince the 


Revolution. This is Mr. Eden's principal 
argument, and the following table will r re- 


| ee it in its ; greateſt force To 


* Sep 8 8 Works, \ Vol. I, page 17 o 

It muſt be remembered here, that this table gives 
. GROSS ANNUAL PRODUCE of the hereditary « and tem- 
porary exciſe, with a deduction from it (on account of the 
duties on low wines and ſpirits) of 40,0001. till 17103 


of 50,0001, for the two years ending at 1719; and of 
| #249924 for the Fro years ending at 1 N | 


bot e rune; winch = " Thres 
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Three years coding at 1689 — geeter 


Po you Ned 3 1695 — 438,573 


* eng 886 


313 2703473799 
22 $7 wa EE N 


2 1736— 515,400 
+ 1746 — 495749 


753 — 5275097 


1 For four years ending, at. 1768 —>i=F27:907 8 


1774 — $20,013 


1778 — 554,0 


'It may be obſerved in this account, that 
during King William's wars the produce of 
this exciſe ſunk greatly, that it roſe at the 
ſubſequent peace, that it ſunk again a little 
during Queen Ann's wars, and that ever 
fince it has heen riſing except about the time 


when gin-drinking was moſt prevalent, 


but 


* have taken the whole of this account from the 
Exciſe books, except the average for the four years end- 

ing in 1774 and 1778, which I haye copied from Mr, 
Eden's fifth letter, page 67, 

F Thefallin 1745 andi 746 might alſo be owing to the 

ſhock given the nation by the rebelliĩon in thoſe years. This 


yas a ſhock that was very near proving fatal to public 


credit 


4K nE. * 0 ** 


but that it has always ang far below what 


it was at the Revolution. 
The quantity of beer 8 for ſale. at 
different eriods, and the number of | 


t uidtuallers i in che. kingdom, correſpond in a 
great meaſure. to this account. The re- 

| markable excels 1 in all theſe inſtances, which. 
took place at the Revolution, when joined 


to \ the. evidence ariſing from Dr. Davenant's 
account, of the number of houſes or families, 


appeared. te me 0 affor d a very ſtriking proof 


credit. In order, at the begisalliz of 1 746, to Hüte Wes 77 
millions on taxʒ ſubſcriptions (as had been uſually 
praiſed in preceding years) had been opened in the city, 
Buy only, half a million could be propured. In this diſ- . 
trels the BANK was applied to, bas ſuch was the alarm 
which had taken place, that it could then ſcarcely ſuppore 
its own credit. In order, therefore, to enable jt to lend 
a million to goverument, this fum j in Exchequer: bills was 
| conyerted into Bank Mock, and a call of 10 per cent. made 
on the proprietors as the payment for ſo much ſtock at 
pr, one half to be paid in two months; and the Lady- 
day dividend to be reckoned a part of payment. But even 
on theſe advantageous terms the payments could not be 
eaſily made, and it became neceſſary to allow the propri- 


etors farther time. In April the rebellion was eruſhed, 


and ſaon afterwards the pannie occaſioned by it ceaſed en 


tirely and credit recovered its former vigour. The three 
8 cents. in particular, which when the rebels were at 
Derby had been as low as bo, roſe before Auguſt to 89, 
and, continued between this price and 82 during the 


Whole remainder of the war. 8 | | 
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of an exceſs likewiſe of populouſhilyit 
that period. Nor did I think it neceſſary to 


take notice of the ſudden fall exhibited in 


he preceding table, becauſe I thought there 
were ſuch particular and obvious reaſons for 


it, as rendered it a circumſtance not ne- 


ceflary to be mentioned in this enquiry. 
Since, however, Mr. Eden has laid great 
ſtreſs upon it, and even intimated that it 
_ affords an argument for an increaſed popu- 
lation, it is — I ſhould enter into an 
| eee R LN 


Every one knows, that the  prodactiveieſ 


of taxes depends chiefly on the quantity of 


money in a kingdom. A ſmaller number 


of people will be able to pay more in taxes 
than a greater number, if they are better 


ſupp ed with a circulating medium. Dur- 


ing King William's wars, the trade of the 


kingdom ſunk; all the public ſecurities, 
which ſhould have circulated as money, loſt 


their credit; and the greateſt part of the 
current coin was either miſerably clipped, 


or ſent away to. pay armies and ſubſidies 


in foreign countries. In 1694 the Bank was 
eſtabliſhed; but for ſeveral years continued 
ſo weak, as to be incapable” of giving the 


public much affiſtance by ſupplying it with 


a ſubſtitute for coin. In theſe circum- 


ns. it was ws that ns "Iz 


ſhould 


FEY — 
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ſhould} be able to make their uſual pay- 2 

ments. The taxes, therefore, fell near one 
Half and government beeame diſtreſt to a 

ea, which we have now no een - 


tion 1 33 
In the ſubſequent pe peace — Wired, * : 


hogs to bring in ſilver and gold. Thoſe 


public ſecurities which had been a dead 


ſtock, recovered activity, and the taxes of 
courſe became leſs deficient. But the war 


in Queen Ann s time ſoon. renewed: the for- 
mer diſtreſſes, and the taxes again ſunk. 
From the Acceſſion to 1764 trade el 


ten ads e, in a large favorable 


balance. 


* Tallies and malt- tickets were in i696 Liſcouinica 


at ſeveral rates from 25 to 50 per cent. ——TIn 1694 and 


1695 the annual import of brandy, which had been 
1.713,974 gallons, was only 34,08 1.—— The whole 


revenue, which in 1689 had been 2.00 1,855. was in 
1693 only 1.570, 3181. though new duties had been 


added which produced 466, 203“. See Dr. Davenant's 


Works, Vol. I. p. 20. 


The Bank Account (as een to the Houſe of | 
Commons on Dec. 4, 1696) ſtood as follows: 


| DxBToR to ſundry perſons for ſealed. „5 


bills ſtanding ut 893, 80 


4 For notes for running cath! + 764,196: 10 
To money borrowed in Helland — _ $30c,000_ 
| IT; o intereſt due on Bank-bills ſtand- 8 


ing out z. — — 1.976 


Balan ee. —  125,315'2 2 


cer 12 
 CrEpiTOR 
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— Public credit acquired vigour, and 
forei gners threw in great ſums into our 
funds. The Bank at the tame” time in- 
creaſed. its emiſſions ; and ſo powerfully did 
it co-operate with an increaſing trade and 
flouriſhing credit, that in the two laſt wars, 
notwithſtanding the treaſure they carried 
out and the additional taxes they occa- 
ſioned, none of that diſtreſs took place 
(except for a few months at the end of 
1745, and the beginning of 1746), which 
had been felt in the two former wars. 
nce 1464 there is reaſon to apprehend has 

an unhappy change has taken place, and that 
the balance of payment between us and the 
teſt of the world has been turned againſt us, 
by the increaſe of luxury, our quarrels witn 
CREDITOR by tallies on ſeveral parlia - * je 

- mentary ſecurities — —_ nge; 3 15 5 
By half a year's deficiency of the fund. 6 


of 100, 0 %òornñiiUiii - Se, 6 
7) caſh, pawns, mortgages, Ne. — 266, Gro : 2 16 


8 8 1 


2 
— 


{ 


3 
In Queen Ann's war the Bank had got out of this its 
of infancy ; but till it was, ſo far from being very 
ſtrong, that the apprehenſion of an attempt to invade 
Scotland in 1708, produced a run upon it that might 
have ruined it, had not Lord Godolphin, the Duke of 
| Marlborough, and other great men, offered conſiderable 
| ſums to ſupport it; and had not alſo the Directors i in- 
creaſed the intereſt of their ſealed bills from 3 to 6 per 
cent. and made a call upon the proprietors of 20 per cent. 
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the Colonies, and the payments due to fit 
reigners from our funds. But the increaſe 
of our paper circulation has concealed this 
change, and counteracted its effects; and 
now ſo abundantly are we ſupplied from 
this ſource, that we find ourſelves able to 
ſuſtain a f taxes, which at the begin- 
ning of this. ne would have at once 
overwhelmed us *.——8till, however, and 
though much better-fapplied than ever with 
the means of paying taxes, we find that the 
hereditary and temporary exciſe produces 
near a quarter leſs than it did Wetore the 
Revolution. Others may think as they 
| pleaſe; but I cannot ſee that this is fairly | 
to be accounted for on any other ſuppoſition 
than that the common people, who.chiefly 
pay this tax, are diminiſhed in number. 
Mr. Eden, as a farther objection to this 
| evidence, chuſes to compare the preſent 
produce of this tax, not with its average 
| er . for three » years, but for . years 


This account has been given more at large in the 
| Additional Obſervations on Civil Liberty, Part HI. Sea. I. 
p. 113, &c. It is; natural to infer from it, the. uſeful- 
neſs of banks of circulation; and they are, without 
doubt, attended with great temporary conveniencies; 

bdut they give a complexion rather florid than healthy; 
and, by ſubjecting a kingdom (as Dr. Davenant ſpeaks) 
to N . way: eure in the end the greateſt 

of evilss. 


"75 Ff | before 
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| before the Revolution; and from this com- 


pariſon it appears that there is no conſi- 
derable difference, the former average hav- 
ing been 5 54, oool. and the latter 520, oo. 


hut nothing can be juſtly inferred from 
ſuch a compariſon. The kingdom, in con- 


ſequence of recovering tranquility after the 


diſtractions of the civil war, made a quick 


progreſs in all kinds of improvement. Be- 
tween the Reftoration and Revolution, an ad- 
dition of 70, ooo was made to the number 


of ſmaller houſes in the kingdom. Ten 
millions and a half in bullion (an overflow- 
ing produced by foreign trade) was carried 
to the mint to be coined, and the current 


ſpecie increaſed to eighteen millions and 


a half *. an, and e other 


15 mw 


*<« As to plate, it may be laſely affirmed, that there 
& was more wrought for uſe in families from 1666 to 
« 1688, than had been fabricated for 200 years before. 
« —As to inhabitants, ſuch as are-verſed in political 
c arithmetic have ſufficient grounds to believe that the 
e people of England were about 300, ooo more in 1688, 
« than they were in 1665, notwithſtanding the laſt great 
„ plague, ——As to the common people, there is no 
$6 country in the world where the inferior-rank of men 


cc were better clothed and fed, and more at their eaſe, — - 


« —As to buildings, during that time, not only many 


« ſtately edifices have been erected, but farm-houſes 


cc have been kept up; and beſides, be the books of 


| © hearth-money, and for other reaſons, it appears, that 


of fmaller tenements from 1666 to 1688, there have 
H 2 8 been 
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in 1698. With reſpect to this tax in 
particular, he ſhews that its produce, dur- 


ing this period, had been always on the in- 


creaſe; partly in conſequence. of an increaſs 
of people and of money; and partly in 


conſequence of i 


to Charles the IId. as a compenſation for 
the profits of the court of wards and te- 


; . Di knight-ſervice, it was not under- 


; and the people, being then not ha- 


te deen a 70,000 new foundations 6, . 40 * 


| Davenant's Works, Vol. I. p. 370, &c. In p. 374, &c. 
| this author computes that the ſtock of the kingdom was 

more than half doubled between 1666 and 1688. Not 
long ago, he ſays, (referring to. King William's 
ce war) we muſt have been impotent for the war, but 


+ & that it has been all the while and is till ſuppor ted by 


66 a ſtock formerly gathered, and not yet exhauſted.” — 


How far he thought this ſtock diminiſhed by Queen | 
Ann's war, appears from the following words in a re- 
port he made in 1711 to the commiſſioners for ſtating 
the public accounts: It is plain to all who are not 


4 reſolved to ſhut their eyes, that we have nine mil- 
40 lions leſs i in coin than we had in 1688.“ Davenant's 
Works, Vol. V. P- 451. This muſt have ſoon erip- 


pled the kingdom, had it depended entirely on its coin; 


but the Bank had then acquired ſome ſtrength; and 
trade 85 1 e the war, was an the increaſe, 


bituated 


particulars of the ſame kind, are ſtated by 5 
Dr. Davenant, in his diſcourſes on the re- 
venue and trade of the kingdom, publiſhed 


mprovements in the me- 
thods of collecting it. When it was granted 


2 . 


f 
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bituated- to taxes, paid it reluctantly. At 
firſt it was farmed, and a conſiderable part 
loſt by improper management. But for 
ſome years before the Revolution, the king- 
dom had been reconciled to it, and the 


collection of it had been brought under 


more ſtrict and regular management. Dr. 
Davenant ſhews, that this likewiſe was the 


caſe with the tax upon hearths. When firſt 
granted to King Charles the IId. it produced 


no more than 100,000/7. per ann.; but it 
grew from time to time, till at the Revolu- 
tion it came to yield net 240,000. per ann.* 


In ſuch inſtances, and, in general, in all 
caſes where an increaſe or decreaſe takes 


place, it is evidently improper to argue. from 


any averages for 55 terms. 


1 have e in the preceding ef, 
that there is reaſon to believe, that even 
LoNnDoN was more populous at the Revolu- 
tion, than it is now. The number of houſes 


in the bills of mortality, as given from the 


hearth- books by Sir William Petty in 1687; 


and in London, Middle efex, and Weſtminſter, as 
given by Dr. Davenant in 1690; compared | 


with the accounts now kept by the ſurveyors 
of the houſe EUs, gives 2 an and 1225 


59 * Long Dr. Davenant's 88 Vol, 125 p. 209. 


tive 


; 5 5 London, Vol. * * 744. 
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tive proof of this * And: it is confirmed 
by a compariſon 5 the annual average of 


burials within the bills of mortality, for 
ue ears before the Revolution, with the 


. average for the ſame number of years at pre- 
ſent. See the Note, p. 5.——Mr. Eden has 


objected only to the laſt of theſe arguments; 
and, in order to overthrow it, he compares 
the annual average of burials for #/teen years 
before the Revolutions (which was 21, 57). 
with the annual average for ſeventeen years 


| ending in 1778, which was 22,763. Here 
a remark juſt made muſt be repeated. This 
is one of the caſes in 


which averages for 
long terms prove nothing. Low 8 8 r 5 


nee The number of Haſs in * e appears 3 the 
t regiſter to be 105, 315; whereunto adding 1s part, or 


10, 531 as the leaſt number of double families that 


< can be ſuppoſed in London, the total of families will 


6 be 115,846.” Eſſays on Political Arithmetic by Sir 


William Petty, publiſhed i in 1687, p. 74.——*< By cer- 
© tificate from the hearth-office, I og the houſes within 


& the bills of mortality to be 105,315.” Ibid, p. 79.— 


This agrees with Dr. Davenant, who from the fame 


hearth- office gives 111,215 as the number of houſes in 


London, Weſtminſter, and Middleſex, on Lady-day, 1690. 


See his Works, Vol. I. p. 29.—---Mr, Maitland tells 


us, that he took, with incredible pains, the number of 5 


houſes in London in 1737, and found them to be 95 „968. 


He alſo then took an account of the omiſſions in the 
| burials, which he found to be 3,038, including the bu- 


rials in Mary bone and Pancras pariſhes. dee his Oey 


the 


we 
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e in 1666, roſe from its mins. with 


great improvements, and increaſed. very faſt; 
and, at the beginning of the period for 
which Mr. Eden's average is taken, two of 
riſhes in Weſtminſter, namely, 


the prineipal A 
St. James and St, Anne, were not included 


in the bills. On the contrary, during the 
ſecond period, Low Do appears to have 


been decreaſing. For five years, at the be- 


ginning of it, or from 1762 to 1766, the 


annual average of burials was 2 5084. For 
the five years ending in 1772, it was 22, 95 


and for five years ending in 1778, it was 
20, 835. Alt is, therefore, only the average at 


the end of theſe two periods, that furniſhes | 


ny evidence in the preſent. queſtion. 


It is again objected, that Pancras and 


* Marybone, two of the molt populous pa- 
riches in London, are not. included in the 
bills. —In anſwer to this, it is enough to 
ſay, that there were at the Revolution 
twelve F other ee omitted ; and that 


of * Thels . were St. John 9 added to | | 


the bills in 1698.—St. Mary le Strand, added in 1726. 
t. George Hanover-Square, Chriſt Church Spital- 
fields, St. George Ratcliffe-Highway, and St. George 
the Martyr, added in 1729.—St, Ann, Limehovſe, in 
1730.—St, George, Bloomſbury, and St. John, Weſt- 
minſter, in 1731 —St. Jobn, Southwark, and St. Luke, 


Old-Street, in 1733- —St. . NN 


in 1 374% 
> 
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theſe omiſſions, together with the omifons 
of the burials among Diſſenters, muſt, pro- 
bably, have occaſioned hen much greater de- 
ficiencies in the bills than exiſt now. In theſe 
twelve pariſhes there were buried, in the years 
immediately ſucceeding thoſe in which they 
were taken into the bills, 5000 annually. In 
Pancras and Marybone, the annual burials for 
ten years, ending in 1772, were 1041. See 
Treatiſe on Reverſionary Payments, p. 204, 34 
Edit. It is, therefore, of little conſequence 
in the preſent enquiry, that theſe two pa- 
riſhes are out of the bills. The increaſe of 
buildings has, by no means, been confined 
to rbem. It has extended itſelf to moſt of the 
principal pariſhes within the bills; and yet 
the number of burials is conſiderably lower 
than it was when this increaſe begun. The 
inereaſe, therefore, has been merely an in- 
ereaſe of buildings, ariſing from luxury ; and 
this has been diſtinctly exhibited to us in that 
part of London which lies within the walls, 
where, though the number of houſes can- 
not be much leſs, the burials have ſunk gra- 
dually from 3 1 39 (the annual medium at the 
Revolution) to 1428, the annual medium 
for five years ending in 1779. 1 
It has been farther obſerved, that London 
is healthier now than it was. See fifth 
Letter to Lord Carliſle, p. 61. This pro- 
. e bably 
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bably may have had ſome effect in diminiſh- 
ing the burials ; but it could not produce a _ 
diminution of any conſequence, compared 
with, that which has taken place. London 
is not now, in this reſpe&, very- different 
from what it was ſeventeen years ago; and 
yet, even within this period, the burials 
have fallen near a fifth. The rate of mor- 
tality, or the value of lives in London, (that 
is, its healthineſs) is determined with pre- 
eiſion, by tables of obſervation formed from 
the proportions of the numbers dying at all 
ages. See Obſervations on Reverfionary Pay- 
ments, Chap. III. Eſſay IV.—But theſe ta- 
bles, whether they are formed from the bills 
as they are at preſent, or as they were fifty 
years ago, will give the values of lives nearly 
the ſame ; but yet very different from the 
values of lives determined, in the ſame me- 
thod, from regiſters of mortality in ſmall 
towns, and country pariſhes and villages. 
The truth ſeems to be, that though London 
muſt be healthier now, than it was when 
the inhabitants were more crowded together ; 
yet the principal cauſes which ſhorten life 
in great towns, (namely, the irregular modes 
of living and the foulneſs of the air) hav- 
ing continued much the ſame, the law ac- 


cording to which life waſtes, and the values 
1 'F of 


— 


60 APPENDIX. 


of lives in London, have not ſenſibly. va- 
[One 


It is atfo. objected, that the bills are very 
Wear the obſervation juſt made, 


demonſtrates that they are not erroneous in 


the degree which is often ſuppoſed. Were 
they 16, the values of lives deduced from 


them would be continually varying, which 
is not the caſe. They are, indeed, defectiue; 


but in conſequence of a great decreaſe of 
Diſſenters, they are leſs ſo than they uſed 


to be. 


The dactunion of Loan from the Re- 
STORATION to the preſent time, may, in 


ſome meaſure, be collected from the follow- 15 


ing table: 
Annual medium of burials for ſive 
years ending in 1664, when, 
| beſides other omiſſions, 17 pa- 
riſhes, including Marybone and 
Pancras, were omitted in the 
bills — — — 17,019 
Annual medium for 5 years JAA 


ing at 1689, 14 pariſhes omitted 22,742 


Annual medium for 5 years end- 
ing at 1698, or at the concluſion 
of King William's war, 8 | 
ed omitted — — 20,487 


Annual 
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Annual medium for 5 years, ending IS 
in 1715-22, % 

* in 1725 — 26,512 

Three pariſhes omitted in 1739 26, 39 


M.arybone and Pancras 


only omitted — in 1748—23,884 
in 1760—19,839 

in 1765—23,992 

in 19750—22,688 

in 1777—21,087 


in eng 
| I have 


* With this table, let the following account of the 
Auantity of coals imported to London be compared. 
Chaldrons. 
Annual medium for 3 years, ending i in 1715— 382,629 
=. in 1725— 460, 1 38 
in 1739——469,786 
in 1748 — 476, 92 
in 1760 — 500, 343 
in 1765 — 584,856 
in 1770—621,477 
in 1777 —683,457 
_ Single year 1778—637,744 
Ita appears, from hence, that between 1760 and 1777, 
the conſumption of coals in London increaſed ſo faſt, as 
at laſt to exceed the conſumption fifty years ago near 
one half, though the burials were then near 6000 per 
ann. more than they have been lately. It is remarkable, 
that this great increaſe in the conſumption of coals, hap- 
pened at the very period when from other evidence (the 
increaſe of buildings, increaſed produce of the taxes, &c.) 
it appears, that luxury po particularly prevalent ow 
Hs 2 e 
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I have choſen to bring theſe particulars to 
view, becauſe they may help to illuſtrate 
ſome of the preceding obſervations. Were 
| we to judge from the ſplendid ſhew which 
the new buildings round London make, we 
could not avoid believing, that-there never 
was a time when it was ſo populous. But 
ſplendour and refinement have never fa- 
voured population. The ſtate in which, 
mankind” increaſe moſt, is that in which | | 
they lead ſimple lives, are moſt on an 
equality, and leaſt acquainted with artificial 
wants. Luxury in Society renders it a rank 
foil, which favours the growth only of nox- 
jous plants and weeds.—In p.29, I have men- 
tioned this, among the other cauſes, which 


have produced the deſtruction which has 


the nation.—The have improvements in * the 
cultivation of barren waſtes, &c. have been mentioned 
to prove that our population has increaſed ; but this is 
the ſame kind of argument, with the increaſe of build- 
ings and of the conſumption of coals in en for the 
Increaſe of London. 
It may deſerve to be further . WY that OY 
ee of coaches has kept pace with the increaſe of the 
8 conſumption of coals in London; for the annual medium 
of the duty of 11. per wheel on carriages, for two years 
ending 1750, was 56, 0910. —In 1761, the ſame medium 
was 62, 51 3l.—In 1768, it was increaſed to 785 320.— 

Andi in 1778, to ent.” 
taken 
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taken place among our people. But Mr. Wi 
Eden ſeems to think, that none of 'theſe " 

_ cauſes have any great effect; and, if he is 
right, a country may be growing populous, 
in which they all operate to a degree ſcarcely [| 
ever before known in any country. It would Wl! 

be to little purpoſe to enter into a diſcuſſion _ |||} 
of this ſubject. I will, therefore, only | 
obſerve, that due attention has never been 
given to one of the cauſes I have mentioned; 
I mean, the very diſproportionate ſize of 
our capital. Towns in general, and great 
towns in particular, do more towards ob- 
ſtructing the increaſe of mankind, than all 
plagues, famines, and wars; and they 
have been generally largeſt in the declining 
periods of ſtates. I have often thought, 
with pity and ſurpriſe, of the zeal with 
which Sir William Petty, and after him Mr. 
Maitland, contended in oppoſition to ſome 
French writers for the ſuperiority of Lon- 
don to Paris, or any other city in the world. 
They did not conſider, that they were only 
maintaining that England had a greater evil 
in it than any other kingdom. 
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» mY offering theſe remarks, I have no other 
intention, than to contribute the little in 
my power to inform the nation of its true 

| * ſtate, 
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ſttate. I. think this, in the preſent inſtance, 
of particular importarce; for if, indeed, 

there has been ſuch a progreſſive decreaſe 

in the numbers of our people as the facts 
on which I have inſiſted ſeem to prove, 

the worſt internal evils are operating among 

us; and all poſſible means ought. to *. em- 
ployed to remove them. 

I hope I ſhall not do wrong, if, 0 
| views of the ſame kind, I take this oppor- 
tunity to mention a few more particulars, 
in which my ideas of our Ken Alter 
from Mr. Eden's. 
He is unwilling to allow . we 3 ; 
any one mark of decay upon us. The 
boſs of trade, and diminiſbed reſources, as well 

as a decreaſe of population, he enumerates 
among the chimeras which haunt the . jayleſs 
imaginations of ſome ſpeculative men among us. 
I ſhall think it ſtrange if, after peruſing 
the foregoing remarks, any one can think 
this a cenſure juſtly applicable to thoſe who 

think our population has declined, That 

our trade. alſo has declined, can ſcarcely be 
doubted, by thoſe who will recollect, that 
we have loſt the Mediterranean, the African, 
the Spaniſh, a conſiderable part of the 
Iriſh, and. above all, the Notes Ars 
be CCCP 


* . 


APPENDIX 65 
1 was add, that the Newfoundland fiſhery 


in particular (our great nurſery of ſeamen; 


and the very trade which we have endea- 
voured to extend by deſtroying "the 'New- 
| England fiſhery) is ſo much diminiſhed, as to 
Bw in the way to total and irrep ruin. 

Mr. Eden's chief argument for che proſ- 
perons ftate of our trade, is taken from the 
productiveneſs of the Cuſtoms for the laſt 


year. The truth is, that the annual pay- 


ments into the Exchequer from the Cuſ- 
toms, which, for five years before 1776, 
were 2. 52 1,7680. had fallen in 1776 to 


2.460, 4021. in 1977 to 2. 199, 1054. and in 


1778 to 2. 131, 4581.; but that, in 1779, they 


had riſen to 2. 502. 2731. The cauſes of the 


advance in the laſt year were, the addition 


of 5 ber cent. to all the cuſtoms, a new tax 
upon. wines in 1778, an extraordinary im- 
portation of Portugal wines in 1779, and 
particularly, the captures of our privateers, 
and the importation from the northern coun- 
tries of naval ſtores, which, when imported 


from the colonies, /e efſened the revenue by 
| bounties, but now increaſe it by the payment 


of high duties. The laſt of theſe cauſes, 


though it helps the revenue, has plainly the 


moſt pernicious operation; and, in general, 
it may be obſerved, that the cuſtoms being 


drawn from our importations, their moſt 


flouriſh- 
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Þ flouriſhing ſtate is conſiſtent with a * =. 


public affairs the moſt threatening. During 
the laſt peace, the annual produce of the _ 
cuſtoms- increaſed near half a million; but 
this increaſe has been the effect of a moſt 


| unfavourable. change in the ſtate of our 
trade; a change, which, ſince the com- 


mencement of our diſputes with the colo- 
nies,” has been growing every year more 


and more conſpicuous and alarming. . To 


ſpeak more plainly ; while luxury has been 


keeping up our importations, and increaſing 


the revenue, our exportations have been 


decreaſing to ſuch a degree, as to make 


our trade an evil, which ſupplies. artificial 
wants, and feeds vice and extravagance at 
the expence of the treaſure and ſtrength of 
the kingdom. A proper attention to. the 


following table will illustrate and 9s 


theſe aſſertions. 
Annual average of Imports. Exports. Exceſs. 


in 1738 and 1739 — 7.634,166 —10. 892, 430 — 3.258, 264 


1747 and 1748 — 7.626, 582 — 11. 896,741 — 4.270, 159 


1756 and 1757 — 8.607, 460 — 12.977, 962 — 4. 370, 502 
1761 and 1762 — 9.207, 69 15. 250, ooo — 6. o 3, ooo 


1770 and 1771 12.519, 466 —15. 713, 899 —3. 194,434 


1774 and 1775 —13. 412,30 15.559, 350 — 2. 147,320 


1776 —11.696,754 13.729, 731 — 2. 032,977 
177% —11.841,577 12.653, 363 — 0.811, 786 


5 Of the imports and exports in 1778 and 


1779, I know no more than what Mr. Eden 


has bold the — „that in January laſt 
ä cc the 


t« the accounts then 00 tick adjuſted ; Sl! 
„ hut that there was good reaſon to believe BE, 
** that their average might be ſafely eſti- | 
* mated by the account for 1777. 6 EET | 
Letter to Lord Carlifle, p. 25. e 
There are ſeveral melancholy truths which - 
muſt force themſelves on the reflection of | 
| thoſe, who will compare the latter part of l 
this table with the former part; but my 
preſent views allow me only to point out 
the demonſtration it affords of the deplor- 
able effects of this war. It appears, tliat 
both our exportations and importations have 
been diminiſhed ; but the former ſo much 
more than the latter, as to produce a cer- 
tainty that we are now carrying on a loſing 
trade. It is univerſally known, that the 
Cuſtom-Houſe entries give the importations 
leſs, and the exportations greater, than 
they are. The fingle article of ſmuggled. 
tea (amounting, according to the eſtimate 
mentioned by Mr. Eden +, to a million per 
ae when added to the imports, will 


- * Since the former edition of this tract, I have learnt 
that the imports for 1778 were 10. 086,5 36 /.; and the 
exports 11. 507, 5251. — The latter, in 1774, were 
15. 916,343“. ; and the average for four years ending in 

1774 was ſixteen millions. The exports, therefore, have 
decreaſed four millions and a half. An account of this 
decreaſe in ſome of the chief branches of our trade will 

be given at the end of the Appendix. | 


+ Fifth Letter ta Lard Carliſle, p. 36. 
VV make 


\ 


68 APPENDIX. 


make them almoſt equal to the exports. How 
greatly then would they exceed the exports, 
were all other ſmuggled articles added ?— 
Nothing can be more pernicious, than ſuch 
a ſtate of trade to a kingdom which has ſuch 
a debt to ſupport as we have, and a tribute . 
of about a million and a half per annum to 
pay to foreigners. What renders this a con- 
ſideration yet more mortifying is, that it ap- 
pears from the preceding table, that during 
the wars which begun in 1740 and 1755, our 
trade went on uniformly increaſing; and that 
at the end of the laſt war in particular, it 
was riſen to its higheſt pitch, and muſt have 
brought in a very large favourable balance, 

which contributed to replace the treaſure 
carried out, kept money at a moderate in- 
tereſt, and enabled government to proſecute 
the war with vigour, and to finiſh it with 

dignity and honour. The reverſe, in every 
reſpect, is true of the prgſent war. It ap- 
pears, that the firſt approaches of it have 
operated on our trade like the graſp of 
death; and that now, inſtead of bringing 
in, as our trade uſed to do, a conſtant ſup- 
ply of treaſure in return for our manufac- 
tures, it is continually carrying out our 
treaſure, and. uniting with the demands of 
foreigners | fram our funds, and the expence 


of 
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of armies in diſtant countries, in draining 
and impoveriſhing us *. 


685 It will be aſked, how it comes to paſs, 


that a ſtate of affairs ſo detrimental, is not 
more felt in a diminution of the revenue; 
in an unfavourable courſe of foreign ex- 
changes; and in a ſcarcity of caſh, attended 
with difficulties in raiſing money by pub- 


lic loans ?——The anſwer to this enquiry 


is obvious. Diſtreſs has not yet forced us 
to any great retrenchment of luxury ; and 
the exertions of the war, the profits of 


contracts, and the ſucceſſes of our cruiſers, 


have enriched many individuals, and occa- 
ſioned an extraordinary expenditure, which 
has kept up the revenue. Remittances of 


balances due to our merchants withdrawing 


from trade; ; the ſale of French ſugars, and 
other prize goods abroad; and the ſubſcrip- 
tions of foreigners to our loans, have pre- 
vented the courſe of exchange from be- 
coming unfavourable. The high intereſt 


given by government for money, draws all 
that can be collected of it from trade, and 


land and private ſecurities. But above all; 


Mr. Eden, in his Fifth Letter to Lord Carliſle, p. 24. 
has acknowledged, that our export trade has ſuffered a 


great diminution ; and he ſeems to think this an effect 
which could not bun ariſe from the preſent war. But 


why, in our two former wars, did juſt the contrary ef- 


feet take 8 Fe. 
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our paper credit fopplying us with the moſt v 
convenient kind of money, we can ſpare our 
coin, which is now become an incumbrance 
generally avoided, and of uſe only to make 
up odd ſums, and to carry on ſmall traffic. 

But to proceed to ſome obſervations of 
a different nature. Foe 75 
„he laſt war was attended wink an ex- 
pence which far outwent the experience of 
all former wars; but it produced an in- 
creaſe of commerce and of territory, which 
raiſed the kingdom to a ſituation of dig- 
nity and eminence which aſtoniſhed and 
alarmed Europe. The effect of the preſent 
war on the dignity of the kingdom, and the 
extent of its territories, I leave to the ſor- 
rowful reflexion of the reader. My. preſent 
purpoſe is only to contraſt, in a few parti- 
culars, the expence of it with the expence of 


the laſt war. 
At the end of 1762 (the laſt and moſt 


expenſive year of the laſt war) the navy- 
debt, including tranſport ſervice, was 
$5.929,1241. and the increaſe” of it within 
the year, 2.1 67. 148 —At the end of 1779. 


In the courſe of the year, from Lady-day 1780 to 
Lady-day 1781, TWENTY-FIVE MILLIONS AND. A 
HALF, conſiſting of the loan, the taxes, the lottery, 
and the vote of credit, will be paid into the Exchequer. 
This, though a ſum which, in comm, did it exiſt in the 
nation, could be conveyed to the Exchequer: only in 


carts, will be taken chither 1 in pocket- books. 
the 


BANNER oe 


the navy-debt was 8.3 5, 877. The in- 
_ creaſe of it within the year was 3. 178, 877 
and its increaſe in the preſent year (1780) 
will not probably be h leſs 2008 three 
millions and a half *. oi 
In 1762 the ae of the army 
amounted to 3,080,0007. In 1779, they | 
' amounted to 3. 418,000/. +_ 
In 1762, the public borrowed wl vr 
MILLIONS at an intereſt of FoUR AND A 
nal per cent. 4. — In the preſent year the 
public has borrowed TWELVE MILLIONS, 
but at an intereſt of s1x per cent. 
The whole expence, ordinary and extra- 
ordinary, of 17602, was TWENTY MILLIONS 


Jes Note A at the end. 

+ Theſe extraordinaries, from Chriſtmas 1767, to 
Feb. 19, 1763, that is, for a year and 55 days, were 
3.540, 0054. including the vote of credit. Deduct 
460,0001. for 55 days, and the remainder, or 3. o8o, oool. 
will be the extraordinaries for 1762. See Public Ac- 
counts of Services and Grants, by Sic CHARLES WR | 
WORTH, p. 68. 

A million was ure; in 1762 (and alſo in the pre- 
| ceding year) towards paying for bread, forage, &c. for 
the combined army under Prince FERDINAND. But 
this, if I am not miſtaken, was a grant or allowance 
for a ſervice to be performed j in the year in which the 
grant was made and provided for in the ſupplies of that 
| year. It cannot, therefore, be reckoned an extraordinary, 
which is an exceeding of grants for ſpecific ſervices ; or 
a debt contracted without the conſent of parliament, and 
provided for in the N of dome 1 year. 

1 See Note B. : 

AND 


72 APPENDIX. 


AND A HALF ®.—The whole expence of 
this year, excluſive of the intereſt of the 
public debts, will be * eee | 
MILLIONS AND A HALF. | 
The unfunded debt at the end of tus laſt 
war was FIFTEEN MILLIONS AND A 
HALF T. The unfunded debt at Chriſtmas 
next will 1 TWENTY=ONE MILLIONS AND 
A'VALF. 
The laſt war increaſed ths: ning debt 
en SEVENTY-ONE MILLIONS. AND A 
HALF: $.—The preſent war has already 
made a further addition to it of SIX T- 
FOUR MILLIONS; and at Chriſtmas next 
will make it OAT ee 
NINETY-SIX MILLIONS. _ 
e ſhould be remembered, that this war 
is but beginning; that it will probably laſt 
for years, as Mr. Eden intimates ; and that 
.the more years it continues, the greater the 
expence of every year will become. To what 
then is the expence of it likely to grow; 
and HOW LONG SHALL WE BE ABLE TO 
BEAR IT | ?—This very dark N will be 


| * See Note 15 In theſe 6 is included the defi- 
ciencies of the new taxes, and of the land and malt-tax, 
which, in 1762, amounted to 303,567 . 3 but in 1779 | 
to near a million. | | 
| + See Note D. 
+ See Additional Obſervations on Civil | Liberty, 


Part III. 8 II. p. 147. See alſo Note E. 
rendered / 
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rendered darker, if we conſider ho- much 
we were loaded before the war begun, and 
that we are entering into it with almoſt all 
the burdens of. former wars Aan b 


* 


It is often faid, | that the great n men in n op- 
poſition want to force themſelves into power. 
But it is ſcarcely poſſible they ſhould be ſo 
fooliſh.— Involved in a moſt expenſive and 
hazardous conteſt with two of the firſt powers 
in Europe ſurrounding nations hoſtile to us 
in a degree which leaves us without a friend, 
or even a wellen e, * among them — a 

conſider- 


7 0 The mother country now riſes wells war 
.*< againſt all theſe combined powers; not only without 
an ally, but almoſt without a well-wiſher, from the 
| * traordinary jealouſy her greatneſs had inſpired. My 90 
An Account of ſome Particulars relative tothe meeting 
at York, on Thurſday, Dec. 30, 1779. By Leonard 
Smelt, Eſq; We have a recent proof of this in the con- 
federacy now forming among the neutral powers of Eu- 
rope, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſning a new maritime code 
of laws, and making the ocean free; or, in other words, 
for rendering themſelves general carriers of goods and 
ſtores ſor our enemies, and depriving us of our long 
boaſted empire of the ſea. . Powers (ſays Monteſguieu) 
eſtabliſhed on commerce may ſubſiſt long in mediocrity; 
but are not durable in grandeur. They raiſe them- 
* ſelves imperceptibly ; but when they become ſo great 
6 as to draw attention and to ſignalize themſelves, they 
„ excite jealouſy; and all other powers will endeavour 
to deprive ſuch a nation of a ſuperiority which it has 
© acquired, as it were, by ſurprize.” — Cauſes of the Riſe 
and Fall of the Roman Ent ire, Chap. 1 
1 3 | had 
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eonſiderable part of our ſtrength torn He 
us, and converted againſt us our reſources 
mortgaged beyond the hope or poſſibility of 
redemption — a debaſing and waſteful luxury 
deſtroying public virtue, and producing a 
| diffipation and venality in private life, and 
an extravagance in the expenditure of 
public money, which were never equalled 
=and, at the ſame time, a monſtrous debt 
preſſing us, and increaſing rapidly, with- 
cout any other ſupport than 4 frail” cre- 
dit, which the firſt diſaſter or panic may 
break. In such "CIRCUMSTANCES; 
wonderful muſt be that ambition which 
can render the management of our affairs 
an object of contention. No enemy of our 
preſent miniſters can "with them a greater 
puniſhment, than their continuance in power 
to conduct the war a few. years, muſt prove. 
Mr. Eden, indeed, thinks they are able 


had a articular; view in this . to ee * 
and he introduces it with another obſervation worth 
mentioning. The Spaniards, he ſays, had been op- 
e preſſed under the government of Carthage. This 
made them regard the Romans, when they entered 
2 N ane n 3 the — of Which, 


« war pon ah which: abi — may convince us chat 
„ jnjuſtice is always the worſt policy.? 

I dee a ſtriking repreſentation of this extravagance Y 
a pamphlet lately publiſhed, and entitled, Facts addreffed | 
to Landbolders, ſtockholders, merchants; W . 
nufacturers, & c. . 
CW to 


leled enarräfmeßt and 2 15 bas 


undertaken” to gire us comfort. He ex- 
horts us, taking things as we find them, 
to proſecute the war with vigour, allur- 
ing us that we have not upon us any 
ſymptoms of decay which ſhould diſcous: 


rage us; that we can bear much more, 


and De ſtill ſufficient reſources left &. 


—— Entertaining other apprehenſions, 1 


have taken another courſe.— The difference 
between us is great; but there is one cir- 
cumſtance attending it, which, if I have 
been miſled, will relieve me. My re- 
preſentations will not be much regarded; z 
or if they ſhould, they can do harm only by 
putting the nation too much on its guard; 


and leading it to meaſures for recovering 


peace, and preſerving its independence, which 
the neceſſity of its affairs does not require. 


<p In enumerating theſe reſources, Mr. Eden. (in his 
Four Letters, p. 101) has propoſed one (mortgaging. t the 
peace revenue) to which we cannot have recourſe, 
without the diſſolution of all government; and expreſſed 
bimſelf, I think, with too much doubt about another (the 
reduction of places, penſions, emoluments of office, &c.) 
to which the general expectation of the kingdom is dis 
rected ; a reſource with which our enemies are making 
war againſt us, in a manner that threatens us more than 


_ all their armies and navies; and which, while it bore a 


part of the expence of the war, would help to ſecure 
our liberties, and to 7 eftore the conſtitutign. 


— On 
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—on the contrary, Mr. Eden's weight in 
the ſtate, and his abilities and character, 


command attention; ; and the counſel. he 
gives will be followed. Should it, therefore, 

happen that he is wrong, and that our ſitu- 
ation is perilous in the degree I have repre- 
ſented, he has been urging us towards a pre- 
cipice, and the conſequences may prove fatal. 
—ln; this reſpect, we are like two perſons. 
obſerving a friend who totters under a bur- 


den plunging into a deep water, one. of 


whom, believing that he is not in a con- 
dition to combat danger, calls upon him to 
come back : and the other, believing. the 
_ contrary, adviſes him to go on. If he takes 

the former advice, he will, at worſt, be 
only over-cautious. But if he takes the latter 
advice, and ſhould find himſelf deceived, 
he will loſe his life. 

After all. Did I apprehend. that we were. 
in a ſituation which admitted of no retreat, 
I ſhould, however I might er the 
miſconduct which has brought us to it, 

think myſelf bound to be ſilent. But our 

circumſtances are not, I hope, ſo deſperate. 
A retreat is, probably, ſtill practicable by 
the ſame meaſure which would certainly have 
ſaved us not long ago— mean, by with- 
drawing from that country where all our 


* have originated; and yielding to 
| the 
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the colonies t that bleſling, which we are em- 
ploying our armies to force from them, but 


which every country values above all -bleſ- 


ſings, and the loſs of which we ourſelves 


are now deprecating as the greateſt calamity 
that c can . £0 to us. 
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(A) Calculation of | the et if the 2 5 in 1 ho, 
and of its probable Amount at the end of the year, 


ARO M accounts laid baton the Houſe of 8 

it appears, that on the zoth of Sept. 1779, the navy- 

debt was 75.262,4151. and on the 3ift of December fol- 
lowing, 8.357, 877 J. It increaſed, therefore, in three 
months, 1.095, 462 J.; or at the rate of 4.381,848/. in a 

- year. From this increaſe, deduCt a million anda half or- 

dered to be paid off, and "Included 1 in the grants for this | 

year. The remainder (or 2.881, 5848.) added to 
8.357, 877“. will give 11.230,72 51. the amount of the 
navy- debt at Chriſtmas next; ſuppoſing it to increaſe 
this year as it did in the laſt quarter of the laſt year. 
It deſerves to be farther mentioned, that the navy-debt 
1 having increaſed 1.379, 531. in 1777 —2.175,487 1. in 
1778 — and 3. 178, 877 in 1779, it ſeems not unreaſon- 
able to expect that it may increaſe above four millions | 
in 1780. 

Again ; the Parliament has ordered for the "Re of 
this year 85, ooo ſeamen, which makes the number to be 
maintained 15,000 more than it ever was; and will there- 
fore preduce a proportionably greater lacyrafe of debt. 

I mentioned theſe facts in the former edition of this 
tract, as evidences to prove that the amount and increaſe 
of the navy-debt at Chriſimas next will not be leſs than 
the ſums now ſtated. But I have lately found reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that the number 6f ſeamen in ſervice this year 
will not in reality be greater than it was laſt year, and 

hat the pay provided for the additional number will be 


3 4 | _ only 


a * 


1 . 
only an additional } ſupply for maintaining the care num- 
ber of ſeamen; and therefore, inſtead of accelerating, 


may retard the increaſe of the navy-debt. For this rea- 
ſon, and to avoid the danger of exaggeration, I now chuſe 
to ſtate the amount and increafe of this debt at Chri/tttas 


next, at a million leſs than the ſums given at the begin- 


ning of this note; that is, the amount at 10.239,725). 
inſtead of 11. 230.725. and the ire at 3. 361,848“ 


1 of 43815848 


(B) Caltulation of the different Rates of Intereft as wikich. 


| Government n Twelve 2 in 1762 and 1780. 


In 105 * public gave for TWELVE MizLIONs in 


money, | 
Firſt, Twelve millions 8 cent. ſtock, /. 
worth, reckoning intereſt at 45 per cent. or e 
the 3 per cents at 663 — — 8. ooo, ooo 
2. A ſhort annuity of 120, 00. for 19 | 
years, worth, at the ſame rate of intereſt, 


124 years purchaſe — — 1.512, ooo 


3. A long annuity for 98 years of fass . 
worth, at the ſame rate of intereſt, 215 5 


years purehaſe — 2.628, ooo 


4. Commencement of intereſt before the TY 
completion of payment, and diſcount 
(amounting to 46, 5390 ) for prompt pay- 


2 


ment — 8 8 — 200, ooo 
8 RS — 3, 3 Ib = 


12. 340, oo 


\ 


N. B. This dw was ſettled in Dec. t76T, and the 


intereſt upon it began from Jan. 5th following. The 
value of this ſtock and the premiums annexed, at 5 per 
cent. is 11.219,000/, or 6z ber cent. leſs than the my 


LL n for them. 


In 


8 PPP - 


t 


In 1780. the public has given for TWELVE MILLIONS 


in mone /, ; 
I Twelve millions 4 per a”; 3 worth, Gs Says 
reckoning. intereſt at 6 per cent. 8. ooo, ooo 


2, A long annuity for 80 years of 217, 500. 
worth, reckoning intereſt at 6 per cent, 

162 years purchaſe, or? — — 3.588, 750 

See Smart's Tables, or Table II. at the end Fe bl es 

of the Treatiſe on Reverſionary Payments. 

3. Commencement of intereſt. before pay-_ 
ment, diſcounts for prompt payment, and 
| Profits of a 9 v—— — 50,0 
P * 12.038, 50 

N. B. This loan was ſettled i in March 1780, but the 

Intereſt upon it began from Jan. ʒth preceding. The 

value of this ſtock, and the premiums annexed, 1s, at 

5 per cent. 14. 31 3, oo I. or 197 per cent. more han the 

money ren. belides a lerer profit at n | | 


(C) cer in of the widely Bayence of 1762, with the 
| "© <vhole * of 1 780. 6 


; Supplies i in 7702, including 1. a ola . 
exchequer bills, vote of credit for 1761, 
and the new vote for 1762.—See Public : 
Accounts of Services and Grants, by Sir 5 0 


Charles Whitworth —  =—, 18,625,046 | 
Add the increafe of navy-debt within tze 
year, beyond the debt diſcharged . 3227123 


4 the value of the premium given to the | 
lenders, of twelve millions. See laſt note 4. — ES 


Deduct old Kant air bills renewed, and | 
the vote of credit for 1711 — 2. A vo 

| MER _ expence of the year — 20.587, 69 
e as Las Lon ¾ gn 2 OD. 


2 * Navy-tb on the 3 iſt of Dec. OP phe 5.9295 124 
Ditto, Dec. 1766 — __5.607,001 


* — © en 
| Supplies 


f: 97 Þ 
Supplies in 225. excluſives of the vote of | £& 


Add vote 7 credit for 170 :fſß˖ 1,990,000 ; 


Add the increaſe of navy- debt beyond 

1. 500, ooo. included i in the gs See | 
note (A) — — — +8888 
Add the nee tbr en. 3 af thi rented eie 
given to the e of twelve millions. 2 


See note * hes $755 tere 
| ; 256.823, 908 


Deduct Exchigues bills heed _— _3+409,000 
Remains expence of the year, excluſive of the 119 WV, 


intereſt of the public: debts - T” 4 -231423:098" 


(D) Compariſon of the Unfunded Debs at the end. of the laſt 


war, with the Unfunded Debt at the end of the preſent year ; 
ſuppoſe ng the war not to be continued __ it. 


Navy-debt at Chriſtmas 1780. See note ( A) 1.23572 5 
Exchequer bills . — — 3. 400, o 
Extraordinaries of the army, reckoned not to 


exceed thoſe in 1779 — — 3.418, ooo 
Extraordinaries of the ordnance, reckoned _ - 
likewiſe not to exceed thoſe in 1779 359,000 


Anticipation of the ſinking fund — Zoo, ooo 
Calling home troops t, and many expences . 
which cannot immediately ceaſe with the 
operations of war — — 3. 500, ooo 
Total of unfunded debt at Chriſtmas next 21.648, 725 
Unfunded debt at the end of the laſt war 15. 639,793 
See Additional Obſervations on Civil Liberty, p- 145. 


2 This was has amount of theſe ſupplies, as they were ſtated - | 


in March laſt by Lord North in opening the budget. 
-+ This is the ſam which was borrowed in 1763 for diſ- 
charging theſe expences ; and it is included in the unfunded 


debt at the end of the laſt war, as here ſtated. The prelimi- 


naries of the laſt peace were ſigned at Paris, Nov. 3, 1762.— 
The navy in 1763 conſiſted of 14,000 ſailors more; and the 


army in Britiſh pay (for near a third of the year) of 82,000 


men more, t than the ordinary peace eſtabliſhment. 


Calcu- 


—— —U— — 
. 1 RR — — — 


— a — — ˙—— — 


aA 


1 


7 
= 


FF” v 


| (E ) Caltulation . amount Ks the Natta of Dok , i Ah ag. 
 &he war not to be med beyond the s year. EE 


Avia of the national Abe dn 2775, exclu- 
(five of the unfunded debt. See Additional 
Obſcrvations:on 2 e, Part III. * 
Sec. Iil.d — 435 3080061 
Added in 27765277 1778 and-1779 — | 26,487,500 
e to the n een N 
| Four per — lock, abe in 1780“ [72,900,000 | 
Long annuity 1780 of 217, 500 l. for 80 N.,, 
which, though ſold to the ſubſcribers to 
the loan in 1780, at 16; + years purchaſe, is 
worth, When money is at 5 Een. „ 
years purchaſe * — 4263, ooo 
Unfunded debt. See laſt Note — 3 


2 _ 


+396, 75 $1,276 


Sh 3 
* 


* Fer this Os. Sis right millions were received (See atk B); : 


but the public is bound to return for it twelve millions. Such 
are our r methods of borrowing. | 5 ; 
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ADDITIONAL ACCOUNTS. 


TN P. 61, I have given an account of the annual im- 

portation of coals into London. In 1776 it was 

697, 608 chaldrons, and had increaſed gradually near 

200,000 chaldrons in 17 years. In 1777 it was 692,034 

| chaldrons. In 1778 it was 637,744; and I am juſt 
now informed that in 1779 it was 590,765. In the two 
laſt years, therefore, it has decreaſed conſiderably, in 
_ conſequence perhaps of ſome check which the decline 
of trade and the 8 of the times have given to 


luxury. 


Acco TS referred to in Page 67. 


AFRECA. 
Imports. 1 Exports, | 

In L. 67, 38 —＋ 786, 168 
D276 => =. 00074 = < © 


1777 : -  - 240. - - nn. 
JJ = Sheik = - oO 


IRELAN D, 


Ee .. Imports, Exports. 
10 „ eee = Cota 


4770 „iin - - Ska 
1777 - - = 1.502,693 - - = Lqg31800 
1778 - - - 1,360,688 - - 1.470.671 


M. HOLLAND, 


5 Imports. 
In 1775 — L. 513,561 
5 2 2381,098 
- - $81,032 
„„ 


S 
4 
g 


— 
— 
— 
SI 
1 
1 


„ ĩ]V lun, 
In 1% — L. 168,882 
%% ͤ i=, = 24067387 
22097 = == 223,500 
| 1778 ä 148,919 


LS 5 
1 A & 5 
1 


%%% 

; Imports. 

In 1775 - - L. 818,171 
f =, WSIs 
| 174,099 
395,742 


AS WV 
CO 
SY 
3 


Imports. 


L. 353,563 
- 297,535 


1 
1 


30 i , | . : ; 
i F FL » 
1.88 ” 
Mt In 1775 
3 
13 25 5 
5 * 
2 


— 
SI 
SI 
N 
1 
: 


17978 - - - 160,635 


| Imports. 

L. 1.653,735 
1.395033. 
1.303, 289 


— 
5 
buy 
>. SO 
„ 
4 
4 
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2 
' 

3 


1777 134,068 


-AN-W 4 
HOLLAND. 


— 


Exports. 


* 


„ 


L. 1.887, 10 

1.427,39 
1.080, 644 

1.390, 174 


— 


* 


| Exports, 


1 L 226, 997 


Fa 1-372077 3 


ANTIGUA. 


8 


= 215,750 
177,214 


Exports. 
t 
= 873,448 

- 846, 160 
= 5555532 


Exports. 
L. 168,092 
- 169,436 
- 114,028 
TS 


Exports. 
L. 786,728 
— 632,315 
336,574 
. 486,870 


RENADES, 


| 8 


in 


4 1775 | 
1776 
r 


1778 


1775 
1776 


3 


„ 


2 In 


1775. = 


177 


In 


774 


1776 


1777 
1778 


5 
177 


— 


DOMINICA. 


. 


PORTUGAL. 
| Imports. 


T1] 


Imports. 


L. 486,035 


* — 


VINCENTS. 


Imports. 


370,884 
300,088 


374,089 


L. 164,199 


t 
— 
— 


. 135,919 


130,195 


112,252 


I mports. 


L. 185,131 


— 


„n 
177,397 
162,408 


L. 367,893 


_ 


372,439 


382, 708 
340, 576 


— 


— 


* 


G REN ADE S. 


Export. 


+: 139,946 


5 
a” , 


Exports. 


7 L. 69,246 


= 


— 


1 


455993 | 


257914 


. 62,945 | 
64,697 
47,230 - 
31,813 


163,366 
954209 
85,829 


= Exports; 1 


. 632,989 


_ 


= 


530,84 
554,449 g 
430, 936 


The Imports in this trade for the laſt 50 years have 


varied little; but the exports before 1765 2008 to be 
more than double thoſe here given. 


ſn 1775 


1776 


1777 
1778 


t 


GERMANY. 


Imports, 


L. 660, 763 


666, 80 
709, 599 


588, 198 
M 2 


"WET Wn 


Exports, 
L. 1.545,04 
1.460, 776 
F 
- 1.214,929. 


FRANCE. 


[ 86 J 
FRANCE. 


3 „ | ' Imports. | | Exports. Is 
„„ L. 67,481 . 2877157 

17% 35,885 — 178,319 
„„ i | 71,495 - - - 19802 
04227F8 - «= 5s 266d <- - <- Cpyjqrr 


v 


ET HS 

| 1 Imports. Exports. 

In ss, - 4 564,386 - - . 205,215 
1776 =» $61,071 - = 1.191,477: 
197 - = : 533,641 -- B43,075 
SFE 980,352 


The Exports to Movk SCOTIA, for 1906s 1777, and 
1778, were 245,036/. 934,164/. and 332, 156 .; the 
Imports 6, 529 L. 8,0301. and 5,329“. ——-NEw-YoRK, 

the Exports for the ſame years reſpectively were 4. 
57,294“. 26, 449 l.; the Imports 2, 318 J. 8, 420. 16, 192“. 
——FLoriDa, Exports 174, 175. 137, 60%. 64,1651. 
the Imports 30,6281. 48,3221. 48,2361. This is all 
that, in theſe three years, remained of a trade with the 
colonies, which, before the America war, brought in 
(excluſive of the trade to Canada) a favourable balance 
of above a million and a half annually; the annual me- 
dium of Exports for four years ending in 1774, having 
ern tenth 4 and of e. I. 3547563 : 


v 10 


1 


| The * is Jeſired to correct the account in P. 66. 
of the Imports and Exports for 1777, which ſhould have 
Hoek as follows: 

Imports (. 11.721,327—Exports "of 12.632, $22-—— 
r N 5 917,194. z 


THE 


tw 1 


«HE addition of a bundred knights to repreſent” the 
counties in parliament being a meaſure now much 
calked of, I have, by the defire of ſome friends, framed. 
the following table for ſhewing, as nearly as the nature 
of the caſe will allow, the additional number to which 
the population and conſequence of each county would 
entitle it, were ſuch a meaſure carried into execution. 

After allowing for SCOTLAND eight knights, becauſe 
in the ſame proportion to a hundred that 45 is to 558, 
there would remain for ENGLAND and W ALES: Manns 
out of which number 1 


Middleſex, including Lon pon and Weſtminſter, 
would be entitled to — — 7 

Yorkſhire | : f 

Norfolk 

Devonſhire 

Luancaſhire 
Sutfolk 
Surrey and Southwark 
Somerſetſhire — — 

Lincolnſhire— — — 

Kent — — — 

Eſſex — — 

: r n — 

Wiltſhire, Worceſterſhire, Warwickſhire S alles, 
Hampſhire, Staffordſhire, Salop, Northamp- 
tonſhire, Cornwall, Cheſhire, Durham, and 
Northumberland — two each — 24 

Leiceſterſnire, Berkſhire, Bucks, Cambridge- 
ſhire, Bedfordſhire, Cumberland, Derbyſhire, 
Dorſetſhire, Herefordſhire, Hertfordſhire, Hun- 
tingdonſhire, Nottinghamſhire, Oxfordſhire, 
Monmouthſhire, Glamorganſhire, and five 


THIF 
FORTY 
E444. 


* #5 
4 


WWWwwwwwwwwoo = 


other Welch counties — one each 20 
Rutlandſhire, Weſtmoreland, and fix Welch 
counties p | res — 0 
92 


This diſtribution was propoſed in the former edition 
of this Tract. I have been ſince favoured with ſome 
remarks upon it, and I am ſenſible that it may be liable 
to objections. J fill think it, however, a proper diſtri- 

8 bution; and, therefore, have choſen to continue it. 
I ſhall 


o 

1 ſhall take this opportunity to add, for the information 
of thoſe who may have attended to the account of the 
gold coin in the Introduction to the two Tracts on Civil 
Liberty, p. 31, and in the Second Tract (Part II. Sect. I.) 
that about two millions of the coin brought in by the 
proclamations in 1773, 1774, and 1776, were purchaſed 
and melted into bars by the Bank; and that Mr. Eden 
ſays, (in his Fifth Letter, p. 40.) this ſum is not in- 

cluded. in the total (or 15. 563, 5931. ) brought to account 
| enger. N eee eee | 
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